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Hitherto Unknown Harikela Coins -

Some Analytical Comments
Vasant Chowdhury

From the time that the so-called recumbent bull-type YarikriyaHankota
coins were read as Harikela a new chapter was opened as far as the
numismatic history of lower Bengal is concermed. After much contro-
versy, it is now accepted that the original Harikela territory was initial-
ly located in the coastal regions of Chittagong district, to the north and
south of the Kamafuli river. At different periods of history this territony
expanded to include other adjoining areas of Bengal. A large number of
these Harikela silver coins (two sides struck) have been found in differ-
ent parts of Eastern Bengal (now Bangladesh), Myanmar and Tripara
state in India. A substantial number of these coins were also unearthed
during the Mainamati excavation (in Bangaldesh). From the palaeo-
graphic point of view, scholars have earmarked these coins as daing
from: the late Tth to 10th/] Lth century.

It is worth noticing here that the early type of Harikela coins are of
7.6 gms weight (Fig.-1). The theoretical weight of the full unit may
hawve been § gms. [t is stated that over the years these coins were struck
with gradual developed palacography and the weight standard system-
aticallv retrograded to a point of five grams only. But afier examining a
fair number of Harikela coins, one may arrive at an observation that this
cannot be accepted as a rule. Harikela coins were in operation spanning
a period of about four hundred years and its issuers were different at dif-
ferent periods of time. It is assumed that the Devas and the Chandras
also were among the issuers of these coins. The theory that 'with grad-




ual developed palacography... the weight standard systematically retro-
graded' it seems it could have been applicable 1o one particular set of
issuer. When the next issuer of this coin took over he had probably start-
ed with a higher weight standard and the same process was repeated.
This could be proved further only after scrutinising a large number of
Harikela coins. Up to now, Hankela coins of three denominations have
been found - full, half and quarter size. Recemtly a large number of
lower denomination Harikela coins have appeared at the disposal of the
Calcutta coin dealers. There are quite a few one-eight denomination
coins with the Harikela inscription, which had not been found earlier.
The one-eight denomination seated-bull type coins with the usual tri-
partite motif on the reverse, that had been known so far, were unin-
scribed and had been assigned by scholars to the Chandra dynasty coins
of Arakan. Such coins are present in this hoard. The ome-sixteenth
denomination coins are similar 10 the one-eight denomination unin-
scribed coins, in that both coins have half-moon with dot matif above
the seated-bull. The one-sixieenth denomination coins differ from the
uninscribed one-gight denomination: coins. in that the former were
struck only on one side, leaving the reverse blank, possibly due to the
tiny size of the coins: Although the uninscribed one-eignth denomina-
tion coins known so far had been ascribed 1o Arakan as stated earlier,
wee subscribe to the view that both the uninscribed one-eight denomina-
tion coins and the single-side struck uninscribed one-sixteenth denomi-
nation coins are from Harikela tesmitory. The reasons for this conjecture
are given below.

Coins of Arakani Chandra rulers are of three denominations - full, half
and quarter, which are all inscribed. The abovementioned uninscribed
one-eight denomination coin was erroncously assigned by the scholars
to the Arakani dymasty (series) purely on conjectural basis. But it seems
that both the uninscribed one-eights and the one-sixteenth denomina-
tion coins form a continous series with the full, half and quarter size
Harikela coins. This viewpoint gains strength when we consider the fact
that, as reported, there was not a single Arakani coin in this particular
lot. Moreover, the tails of the bulls on some one-eight denomination
{uninscribed) coins shows an wpward twist at the ead. This is in con-
formity with the bulls on the Harikela coins. This fact, we feel, allows
us 10 make a strong case for the uninscribed one-cight denomination
seated-bull type coin and the hitherto unknown identical looking one-
sixteenth denomination seated-bull type coins as belonging to a contin-
wous series - ranging from the full 1o the one-sixteenth size - from the
Harikela territory. It could also be staed that the one-eaghth issue was
introduced with the inscription but 1o avoad further laborious workman-

ship on such a small dice, a more simpler, a little larger and thinner
specimen was introduced as the replacement for the inscribed type.
From the evidence of another inscribed one-eighth coin with a different
reverse design it is confirmed that the process of change had taken place
at two stages. First, the usual reverse design (tripartite with sun and
moon) was changed to tripartite with crescent and dot at the top and at
the next stage, the obverse inscription was replaced by the crescent and
dot. The presence of this changed reverse design of the inscribed coin
(tripartite with crescent and dot at the top ) on the reverse of the unin-
scribed onc-eighth issue helps us to ignore all the speculative attribution
about the latter’s origin and 1o put it as a part of the Hankela series.

It has also been observed that the different denominations of all the
smaller issues are ot always designed identically. Some quarier isswes
are inscribed with first two letters only (instead of four) ie. Hari (fig-
&), the way it was practised in the Arakani Chandra quarter coinage.
The inscribed one-eighth has two types of reverse, the uninscribed one-
eighth and the one-sixteenth have the seated-bull facing 1o the right or
to the left. Palacographic and the metrology study would lead us 1o
ascribe, these smaller denomination issues (one-fourth, inscribed/unin-
scribed one-eighth and one-sixteenth) to an earlier period of the
Harikela series. This could be ascerwined by simple maltiplication, if
the sample weight of these coins - one-sixteenth (045 gms), the
inscribed and uninscribed one-eighth (0.948 gms. 00941 gms) and the
ome-fourth { 1.86 gms) coins are converted in terms of their full unit, the
weight would come to 7.3 gms, 7.5 gms, 7.5 gms and 7.6 gms respec-
tively. This indicates that when these lower denominations were struck,
the weight of the full unit of the Harikela coin was 7.6 gms or around.
This weight also indicates the early stage of the coinage. It may also be
presumed that the smaller types did not continue for long due 10 2 prob-
able reduction of the weight of the full unit. This justifies their extreme
ranity and their non-existence in the Mainamati excavation.

The Harikela coins are now dated to around the second hall of the Tih
century. The question naturally arises © who started striking these
Harikela coins? Widely varying views are offered by experts : Gutman
says that the Khadga dynasty of Mainamati struck these ¢oins; Cribd
ascribes them 1o the 8th century Harikela king Kantideva of Chittagong;
Mukherjee just mentions about ‘Chittagong” without further elaboration;
and interestingly emough Wicks has suggested that these were issued by
Harikela ruler who might have migrated from Arakan, The fabric. pat-
terns and metrology of these coins closely -follow those of the carly
coins of the neighbouring country of Arakan, struck during the Chandra
rulers.




It transpires from the Arakan history that after the Chandra rule (at the
very beginning of the Tth Century) there was 2 disturbed period for
about five decades. It is ascertained from the Anandachandra pillar
inscription (at the Shitethaung monastery) that four rulers ruled during
that era, they were Mohavira, Vrajayap, Sevinren and Dharma Sura
respectively. According to Johnston they were possibly outsiders and
their period of reign inscribed in this pillar are also doubled by
Johnston. The next name mentioned in the inscription is Vajra Sakti
{grandfather of Ananda Chandra) wheo also possibly belonged to 2 royal
lineage since he is stated 1o be a member of the Deva dynasty. Am_nng
these five rulers, apart from that mentioned above, no other inscription-
al evidence or presence of coins have been observed.
There is a coin of Surya Chandra and another inscribed stone pillar said
to have been erected by rulér Surya Chandra who does not figure in the
list of rulers in the Ananda Chandra pillar inscription, bat whose rule
may be placed on palacographic evidence during the middie of the sev-
enth century i-e. at the time of the disturbed period in Arakan history. It
seems fair o presume this Surya Ehandrambchehmgingm:b:ni.d
Chandra dynasty and he had been trying to revive the Chandra rule in
Arakan probably around the same time of Vajrasakii.
It is evidemt from the presence of these references bearing Surya
Chandra's name that he must have succeeded in ruling for at least a brief
period of time, but the omission of Surya Chandra's name from the list
made by Ananda Chandra in the pillar is striking. The reason may hc
due to Ananda Chandra's desire to establish a clean. unbroken dynastic
succession where Surya Chanadra’s mame would be unacceptable.
Vajrasakti was succeeded by Dharmavijaya who was a strong and able
ruber and reigned for thirty six years.
We know nothing of Surya Chandra or his descendants. If there
had been any, he would have probably lived in the last years of
Vajrasakti and the early years of Dharmavijay's rule. It is imwmmlg to
note here that in the northermn face of the Anandachandra inscription,
there are names of rulers belonging to a dynasty much later to
Anandachandra’s rule. Though the condition of the inscription is
rather poor, the names of two rulers have been deciphered. T]'I'I'-'-'_'"
are  Sri  Singhagondapatisurachandra and his successor Sri
Singhavikramasurachandra. Palaeographically this part of the inscrip-
tion is dated to 10th/1lth century A.D. From these 'suracandra’ end-
names one might infer that they were possibly establishing some sort of
relationship with the king Suryachandra. But what had happend to
Suryachandra? Since no other information about Suryachandra is avail-
able, the present author is making an attempt 1o construct a hypotheti-

L

cal historical sequence on the basis of some scanty evidences, which are
as follows :

Suryachandra, after his bricf rule in Arakan, around the middle of the
seventh cemury was defeated andfor driven out, and went across the
Maaf river to Chittagong which was then called Harikela. It is not unfair
o presume that the exiled ruler Suryachandra was duly accompanied by
his wise ministers and brave soldiers and also with personnel from the
administration and treasury. He might have tried to get reinforcements
there but the strong rule of Dharmavijaya prevented his return to
Arakan. And only afier his death his men might have settled down in
Harikela territoty. The Arakani settlers in Harikela after the demise of
thear chief had to look for some new livelihood and to protect their
interest might have formed an association or a guild of their own.

A vacuum in metal currency thus emanated in this region due to the dis-
continuation of Chandra coinage and hence, naturally a great demand
for such coins at that time arose and the said guild realised this shortfall
and need for coins for trading and other allied commercial purposes.

During the post-Gupta period. the rulers in Vanga and Samatata used to
strike coins only in godd. Mo regular silver coinage was isswed by them.
In the Harikela area, no evidence of coinage exists for this period.
Seeing this, among and guild members who were already familiar with
the technigue of striking coins and acquainted with the supply source of
silver possibly had suggested to the ruler of the then Harikela that they
might be allowed 10 issue coins - not of gold, but in silver, mainly for
commercial advantages. Since these coins were not in gold, the ruler of
Harikela might have not exercised his prerogative to inscribe his name
on them and the guild may have been then instructed 1o inscribe the
name of the kingdom (that is Harikela) on the coin. The fabric and the
weight of coin, as expected, had followed the coin of Suryachandra
where the tail of the bull has final upward twist which became the hall-
mark of the Harikela coinage.

Discovering the wide distribution of the Harikela coins, from Sylhet to
Sandoway, it is evident that they found wide acceptance as trading cur-
rency and a very high purity of silver was the reason of such success.
A large hoard of Harikela coins were found in the Mainamati excava-
tion. The level at which these were found ascribes them to the 8th cen-
wry A.D., during the period of Deva rule in Mainamati. Some scholars
opine that at the time of Chandras of Bengal these Harikela coins were
produced. In this comtext we would like to suggest that, when these
coins had started appearing in the Deva kingdom, in a consequence of
trade, seeing the success of these trade-issues-Herikela coins - the




Devas started issuing identical coins bearing the name of their termito-
ryﬁcily:ln.}?ﬂﬁﬂmmﬂmeﬁnikmmimhmammﬁcdatdm
samclcujelasl!mHaﬁkdamhu[wﬂaMaimmlrLHnww.lhehm
that Pattikera coins - to the present state of our knowledge, have not
been found elsewhere, only indicates that these coins did not find much
acceptance as trade currency, unlike the Harikela coins.

We have conjectured that the silver Harikela coans were introduced by
the said guild. Of interest. is the recently deciphered metal vase of the
Harikela ruler Devatideva Bhatarka now deposited at the National
Museum of Bangladesh, It is this case that gives the names of land
donors to Buddhist monasteries in the Harikela kingdom. and is dated
in the Arakani era, which when converted, comes to 715 A.D. at the
time of Devatideva's rule. It is noteworthy that his particular date is not
too long after the introduction of the Harikela Coin. Among the donors
the names of two particular individuals - Kulachandra and
Ratnachandra; are interesting. This is also significant due to the fact that
they testify to the persence of Buddhist Chandras in Harikela temitory:
also, by profession, they were goddsmiths. 50, quite assumptively. they
myhavzh&dmmrda&iunlamﬁingwin&hgﬂmﬂupmsmﬂfﬂm
Arakani efa on the inscribed vase of Harikela, (instead of any other
method of dating. practised then at Vanga and Samatata) only estab-
lishes how prevalent the Arakani cultural penetration was in the
Harikela territory, a1 the point of time. These examples are cited as indi-
rect support for the proposition regarding Suryachandra and the guild
thiay was formed by his men.

Apart from the Harikela/ Pattikera coins also other recumbent bull-type
varities of (two-sides struck) coins are noticed with the legend Okario,
and a series with Akara end-names. Of this Akara series, four coins of
Lalitakara, Ramyakara, Pradyumnakara and Attakara or Antakara were
first noticed by R.D. Banerjee in 1920, who assigned them to 10th
Cenury A.D. From time to time, some of these Akara coins have sur-
faced in the Mainamati excavation. R.D. Banerjee had ascribed these
silver coins to Arakan, but later scholars have ascribed them afier the
Devas of Mainamati. Recently, a small hoard of Akara coins has sur-
faced in Bangladesh with some new names of rulers. John Dreyell foe-
mai}-fmmnhahhuwuﬂuprmlwmm:pmmgnphsnrm
coins which are illustrated in this articke.

These are read as follows:

I. Anakara (mot Antakara as also alternatively suggested by Banerjee)
2, Aryakara

3. {Dha)rmakara

4. Kalyanakara

5. (Ra)myakara - noticed by Banerjee but the suggested reading is
{A) ppakara.

6. Pradyumnakara - noticed by Banerjee

T, w----—nadakara?

These are all full issues but no further details are available at present.

Omn the evidence of another deciphered mesal-vase (Sotheby's sale cata-

logue 12th October, 1989, Lot 38) (Fig. 19) which states about the land-

grants 1o the Buddhist monasteries by the chiefizin of the Rajadhiraj

ﬂmfhmdeva,whnm:hemholﬂmtch,ﬁwmmgﬂm his

capital was at Vardhamanpura. Paleographically this vase is dated

:me 10th century A. D. As no genealogical evidence is available on
vase we are unable 1o place the Akara dynasty in its proper chrono-

bogical u-du:‘Huwem.iliuppmmmwlhnﬂwhhu kings were the

rulers of Harikela during the 10th century and after. when the Chandras

of Bengal were ruling Vanga. The view that the Akaras were the rulers

of Arakan or Mainamati held by earlier scholars may be revised now.
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1. Coins and Chronology of the Early Independent Sultans of Bengal.
2. lconography of the Buddhist and Brakmanical Sculpieres in the Dacca

Mucsenmn.

4. Catalogue of Coins Collected by Syed A. 5. M. Taifoor and Presented to the
Dacea Musewm:

4. Caralogwe of Coins Collecred by Moulvi Hakim Habibur Rahman
Akhunzade of Dacea and Presemied to the Dacca Museum.
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Prof Bhattasali would never budge an inch from any conclusion he had
arrived a1, which he thoapht was justified by science and reason. | am
reminded specially of a case in which his opinion was sought by a very
eminent literary man and jownalist of Bengal - about the authenticity of a
Bengali manuscript giving a version of the life of the great mediaeval poet
of Bengal, Chandidas. ... Prof. Bhattasali through whose hands thousands
of Bengali manuscripts had passed, looked closely into the manuseript - its
paper, its writing and everything, and came to the conchusion that it was
sparious and was nol at all as old as it was claimed to be. He sent his dis-
passiomate opinion to the gentleman who had asked for i, even af the risk
of displeasing him.
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We surely want models to guide us in the path of regeneration, - models of
heroism. of pobleness, of self sacrifice, and above all, of patnotism. If the
past history of our country does not hold any of these upto s, our clear
duty is to bead our lives in such a manner that we ourselves may be the
madels for the future. If, with the best of motives, we atiempt to cheat our-
selves by believing as true what is not true, if we fail to deal out condem-
nation in emphatic terms, when condemnation is clearly deserved, [ can-
not believe that such propaganda history will bring us ultimate good. A
true historian should be much above such failings.
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Malinikanta Bhattasali thus gave the whole of his active life o the muse-
um. Although technically only its employee, it was Bhattasali who really
built it up and established it repatation. When he took over the museum
was only a haphazard collection of sculptures, inscriptions, coins and a
few zoological specimens loosely stacked in a 3-roomed store in the old
secretaniat building. It had o regular income and the staff consisted caly
of himself and two: bearers. His own salary was poor and payment uncer-
tain. But he had found his mission and, with singular devotion and energy
he transformed his mufassil mseam inlo &n mststation of all Indda fame.
He wandered through the country side, exploring, photographing and col-
lecting objects, undertook excavations, gave lectures and organized exhi-
bitioms to create local interest in the preservation of antiguities... He lived
with his family in a dilapidated house within the museum compound and
his family now recall how he often set up alone in the musewm office far
into the night, writing reports or deciphering 2 coin or inscription. Despite
the financial worry whach a growing family and a poor, uncertain pay nal-
urally caused him, Bhattasali could never think of leaving the museum for
a more lucrative position. He had started on a monthly salary of Rs. 200.
By the time he died, this had risen only to Rs. 260 and the Museum

Comittee could not afford to give him even 2 small deamess allowance
during the war yeass. Only a passionate love for the institution he had bailt
up sastained hi enthesiasm Ll the end.
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