HE TESTIMONY

OF SINTY

on the crisis of Rohingya’s
in Myanmar

SIXTY men and women have been to,
seen and lived in a situation which defies
desciption. The horrific reality and crisis
of today’s Myanmar - the massive acts of
violence and atrocity which resulted in
more than half a million Rohingya
people to flee from their motheriand and
take refuge in neighboring Bangladesh
has stunned the world. The military
crackdown led to the destruction of
village after village, brutal Killings,
torture and rape. The attack on unarmed
Rohingya civilians has been referred to
as a ‘textbook example of ethnic
cleansing’, while the Rohingya community
is identified as the °‘world’s most
persecuted minority’. The Testimony of
Sixty is an attempt to give voices to the
voiceless Rohingya victims. In the words
of survivors, witnesses, aid-workers and
journalists The Testimony of Sixty
attempts to let the world know about the
extent of the Rohingya tragedy and
stories of great human suffering.

Under the auspices of OXFAM, a similar
publication titled ‘The Testimony of Sixty
on the Crisis in Bengal’ came out in
October 1971 at the backdrop of
Bangladesh Liberation War during
which 10 million refugees had to leave
their country and take shelter in
different camps in India. Time goes on,
civilization evolves and history repeats.
The Bengal crisis took place in 71 and
the present Myanmar crisis is happening
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today. It has in ’17. Since the 25th of
August, more than 600,000 Rohingyas
have taken shelter in Bangladesh. As of
now, the Rohingya refugee influx
continues. This fastest growing refugee
crisis has touched the hearts and minds
of people with consciousness but the
international organizations and leading
nations have not responded duly to the
crisis.

In October, a team of young researchers
from the Center for the Study of
Genocide and Justice (CSGJ) of the
Liberation War Museum went to the
Rohingya refugee camps in Ukhiya,
Cox's Bazar to collect narratives from
the survivors and witnesses of atrocities.
A glimpse of the testimonies are added
here. Given the magnitude of the crisis
and the need to raise a collective voice
for the persecuted Rohingyas, the CSGJ
likes to put forward the following appeal:

TO THE WORLD COMMUNITY, we
urge to use all bilateral, multilateral, and
regional platforms at their disposal to
support the formation of a UN Interim
Administration and to call upon the
United Nations Security Council to take
measures to immediately halt the
atrocities. At the same time it is
imperative to adopt a mandate in
overseeing the implementation of the
recommendations made by the Advisory
Commission on the Rohingya People in
Rakhine State (Final Report by Kofi
Annan). Bangladesh being a nation
victim of Genocide has extended its
whole-hearted support to the Rohingya
refugees which is commendable but
requires urgent cooperation from the
international community to meet the
massive humanitarian catastrophe. We
further appeal to the UN and the
international community to take
concrete action against the perpetrators
accused of violation of international

human rights laws and crimes under
international law.

Center for the Study of Genocide and Justice
Liberation War Museum
Bangladesh
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