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Bangla Desh is at war. |t has been given no choice but to secure its right.of
self-determination through a national 1iberation struggle against the colonial
oppression of West Pakistan.

In the face of positive attempts by the Government of Pakistan to distort the
facts in a desperate attempt to cover up their war of genocide in Bangla Desh,
the world must be told the circumstances under which the peace-loving people
of Bangla Desh were .driven to substitute armed struggle for parliamentary
politics to realise the just aspirations of the people of Bangla Desh.

SINCERE EFFORT

The six-point program for autonomy for Bangla Desh within Pakistan had been

put forward in all sincerity by the Awami League as the last possible solution
to preserve the integrity of Pakistan. Fighting the elections to the National
Assembly on the issue of six points, the Awami League won 167 out of 169 seats
from Bangla Desh in a House of 313. Its electoral victory was so decisive that
it won 80 per cent of the popular votes cast. The decisive nature of its
victory placed it in a clear majority within the National Assembly.

The post-election period was a time of hope, for never had a people spoken so
decisively in the history of parliamentary democracy. It was widely believed

in both wings that a viable constitution based on the six points could be worked
out. The Pakistan People's Party which emerged as the leading party in Sind

and Punab had avoided raising the issue of six points in their election

campaign and had no obligation whatever to its electorate to resist it.

In Baluchistan, the dominant party, National Awami Party, was fully committed

to six points. In NWFP, the NAP, dominant in the Provincial Assembly, was also
a believer in maximum autonomy. The course of the elections, which marked the
defeat of the reactionary parties, therefore, gave every reason to be optimistic
about the future of democracy in Pakistan.

Preparatory to the convening of the National Assembly, talks were expected
between the main parties In the political arena. However, while the Awami
League was always willing, Preparatory to going to the Assembly to explain its
constitutional position and to discuss alternative proposals from the other
parties, it is believed that the spirit of a true democracy demanded that the

constitution be debated and finalised in the National Assembly rather than in
secret sessions.

To this end, it is insisted on an early summoning of the National Assembly.

In anticipation of this session, the Awami League worked day and night to prepare
a draft constitution based on six points and fully examined all the implications
of formulating and implementing such a constitution.




MAJOR TALKS

ghe first major talks'over Pakistan's political future took place between
eneral Yahya and Sheikh Mujibur Rehman in mid-January. In this session Gen.
Yahya proved the extent of the Awami League's commitment to its program and
was assured that they were fully aware of its implications. But contrary to
expectations Yahya did not spell out his own ideas about the constitution.
Gen. Yahya gave the impression of not finding anything seriously objectionable

in SEX points but emphasized the need for coming to an understanding with the
PPP in West Pakistan.

The next round of talks took place between the PPP and the Awami League from
27th'January 1971 in Dacca where Mr. Bhutto and his team held a number of
sessions with the Awami League to discuss the constitution.

As in the case with Yahya, Mr. Bhutto did not bring any concrete proposals

of his own about the nature of the constitution. He and his advisers were
mainly interested in discussing the implications of the six points. Since

their responses were essentially negative and they had no prepared brief of
their own it was not possible for the talks to develop into serious negotiations
where attempts could be made to bridge the gap between the two parties. It

was evident that as yet Mr. Bhutto had no formal position of his own from which
to negotiate.

It must be made clear that when the PPP left Dacca there was no indication from
their part that a deadlock had been reached with the Awami League. Rather they
confirmed that all doors were open and that following a round of talks with
West Pakistani leaders, the PPP would either have a second and more substantive
round of talks with the Awami League or would meet in the National Assembly
whose committees provided ample opportunity for detailed discussion on the
constitution.

COMPLETE SURPRISE

Mr. Bhutto's announcement to boycott the National Assembly, therefore, came as
a complete surprise. The boycott decision was surprising because Mr. Bhutto
had already been accommodated once by the President when he refused Sheikh
Mujib's plea for an early session of the Assembly on February 15 and fixed it,
in line with Mr. Bhutto's preference, for March 3.

Following his decision to boycott the Assembly Mr. Bhutto launched a campaign
of intimidation against all other parties in West Pakistan to prevent them
from attending the session. In this task, there is evidence that Lt-Gen. Umer,
Chairman of the National Security Council and close associate of President
Yahya Khan, with a view to strengthening Mr. Bhutto's hand, personally
pressurised various west wing leaders not to attend the assembly.

In spite of this display of pressure tactics by Mr. Bhutto and Lt-Gen. Umer,
all members of the National Assembly from West Pakistan, except PPP and the




Qay-vum Muslim League had booked their seats to East Pakistan, for the session
of March 3.

Within the QML itself half their members had booked their seats and there were
signs of revolt within the PPP, where many members were wanting to come to
Dacca. Faced with the breakdown of this front against Bangla Desh, Gen. Yahya
obliged Mr. Bhutto on March 1 by postponing the Assembly, not for any finite
period, but sine die. Moreover he dismissed the Governor of East Pakistan,
Admiral S.M. Ashan, who was believed to be one of the moderates in his
administration. The Cabinet with its component of Bengalis was also dismissed
so that all power was concentrated in the hands of the West wing military junta.

In these circumstances Yahya's gesture could not be seen as anything but an
attempt to frustrate the Popular will by colluding with Mr. Bhutto. The
National Assembly was the only forum where Bangla Desh could assert its voice
and political strength, and to frustrate this was a clear indication that
Parliament was not the real source of power in Pakistan.

SPONTANEOUS REACTIONS

The reaction to the Postponement in Bangla Desh was inevitable and spontaneous
and throughout the land, people took to the streets to record their protest at
this arbitrary act. People now felt sure that Yahya never really intended to

popular mood felt that the rights of Bangla Desh could never be realised
within the framework of Pakistan, where Yahya could so blatanly frustrate the
summoning of an Assembly proclaimed by his own writ and urged that Sheikh

Muj ibur Rehman must go for full independence.

Sheikh Mujib, however, continued to seek a political settlement in calling for
a program of confrontation against the army of Ooccupation as an attempt to
bring them to their senses. This was in itself a major gesture in the face of
the cold-blooded firing on unarmed demonstrators on the March 2 and 3, had
already led to over a thousand casualties.

The course of the non-cooperation movement is now a part of history. Never in
the course of any liberation struggle has non-cooperation been carriedto the
limits attained within Bangla Desh between March 1 and 25. Non-cooperation
was total. No judge of the High Court could be found to administer the oath
of office to the new Governor, Lt.-Gen. Tikka Khan. The entire civilian
administration, including the police and the civil service of Pakistan,
refused to attend office. The people stopped supply of food to the army.

Even the civilian employees of the defense establishment joined the boycott.

Ndn-cooperation did not stop at abstention from work. The civilian
administration and police positively pledged their support to Sheikh Mujibur
Rehman and put themselves under his orders.

In this situation the Awami League without being a formally constituted
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government, was forced to take on the responsibility of keeping the economy

and administration running whilst non-cooperation lasted. In this task they
had.the unqualified support not only of the people but the administration and
business community. The latter two subordinated themselves to the directives

of ?he Awami League and accepted them as the sole authority to solve their
various problems.

MODIFIED TACTICS

In these unique circumstances the economy and administration were kept going
in spite of the formidable problems arising out of the power vacuum which had
suddenly emerged in Bangla Desh. In spite of the lack of any formal
authority, Awami League volunteers in cooperation with the police maintained

a level of law and order which was a considerable improvement on normal times.

Faced with this demonstration of total support to the Awami League in this
historic non-cooperation movement, Gen. Yahya appears to have modified his
tactics. On March 6, he still seemed determined to provoke a confrontation
when he made his highly provocative speech putting the full blame for the

crisis on the Awami League and not even referring to the architect of the
crisis, Mr. Bhutto. :

It seems that he expected a declaration of independence on March 7. The army
in Dacca was put on full alert to crush the move and Lt-Gen. Tikka Khan was
flown to replace Lt-Gen. Yakub to signify the hardening of attitudes within
the junta.

Sheikh Mujib, however, once again opted for the path of political settlement
in spite of massive public sentiment for independence. In presenting his four
point proposal for attending the National Assembly he not only had to contain
the public mood but to leave a way open for Yahya to explore this last chance
for a peaceful settlement.

CONT INGENCY PLANS

It is now clear that Yahya and his generals never had the slightest intention
of solving Pakistan's political crisis peacefully but were only interested in
buying time to permit the reinforcement of their military machine within
Bangla Desh. Yahya's visit to Dacca was mere cover for his plan of genocide.
It now becomes clear that contingency plans for such a crisis had already
begun well in advance of the crisis.

Shortly before March 1, tanks which had been sent north to Rangpur to defend
the borders were brought back to Dacca. From March 1 the families of army
personnel were being sent off to West Pakistan on a priority basis along with
the families of West Pakistani businessmen.

The military build-up was accelerated after March 1 and continued throughout
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the talks up to March 25. Members of the armed forces dressed in civilian
clothes were flown in PIA commercial flights via Ceylon. C-130s carrying
arms and provisions for the garrisons flew into Dacca. It is estimated that
up to one division, with complementary support, was brought into Bangla Desh
between March | and 25. To ensure security, the airport was put under strict
airforce control and heavily guarded with artillery and machine-gun nets
whilst movement of Passengers was strictly supervised.

An SSG commando group specially trained for undercover operations in sabotage
and assassinations was distributed in key centers of Bangla Desh and were
prcbably responsible for the attacks on Bangalis in Dacca and Saidpur in the

two days before March 25 to provoke clashes between locals and non-locals so
as to provide a cover for military intervention.

As part of this Strategy of deception Yahya adopted the most conciliatory
Posture in his talks with Mujib. In the talks beginning on March 16, he
expressed regrets for what had happened and his sincere desire for a political
settlement. In a crucial meeting with Sheikh Mujib he was asked to positively
State the junta's position on the Awami League's four-point proposal. He
indicated that there were no serious objections and that an Interim

co?stitution could be worked out by the respective advisers- embodying the four
points. :

BASIC POINTS

The basic points on which agreement was reached were: /

1. Lifting of martial law and transfer of power to a clvilian government by a
presidential proclamation,

2. Transfer of power in the provinces to the majority parties,
3. Yahya to remain as President and in control of the Central Government,

L, Separate sittings of the National Assembly members from East and West

Pakistan preparatory to a joint session of the house to finalise the
constitution.

Contrary to the distortions now pPut out by both Yahya and Bhutto, the proposal
for separate sittings of the Assembly was suggested by Yahya to accommodate
Mr. Bhutto. He cited the practical advantage that whilst the six points
provided a viable blueprint to regulate relations between Bangla Desh and the
Centre, its application would rajse serious difficulties in the west wing.

For this reason west wing MNA's difficulties must be permitted to get together
to work out a new pattern of relationships in the context of a six-point
constitution and the dissolution of one unit.

Once this agreement in principle had been reached between Sheikh Mujib and Yahya
there was only the question of defining the powers of Bangla Desh vis-a-vis the




centre during the interim phase. Here it was again jointly agreed that the
distribution of power should as far as possible be approximate to the final

constitution approved by the National Assembly which, it was expected, would
be based on six-points.

NO BREAKDOWN

For working out this part of the interim settlement Mr. M.M. Ahmed, the
economic adviser to the President, was specially flown in. In his talks with
the Awami League advisers he made it clear that provided the political
agreement had been reached there was no insuperable problems to working out
some version of six points even in the interim period.

The final list of three amendments to the Awami League draft which he presented
as suggestions, indicated that the gap between the Government and Awami League
position was no longer one of principle but remained merely over the precise
phrasing of the proposals. The Awami League in its sitting of March 24 had
accepted the amendments with certain minor changes of language and there was
nothing to prevent the holding of a final drafting session between the advisers
of Yahya and Mujib when the interim constitution would be finalised.

It must be made clear that at no stage was there any breakdown of talks or any

indication by Gen. Yahya or his team that they had a final position which could
not be abandoned.

BELATED FABRICATION

The question of legal cover for the transfer of power is merely another belated
fabrication by Yahya to cover his genocide. He and his team had agreed that,
in line with the precedence of the Indian Independence Act of 1947, power could
be transferred by Presidential proclamation. The notion that there would be no
legal cover to the arrangement, raised subsequently by Mr. Bhutto and endorsed
by Gen. Yahya, was never a bone of contention between Sheikh Mujib and Yahya.

There is not the slightest doubt that had Yahya indicated that a meeting of the
National Assembly was essential to transfer power, the Awami League would not
have broken the talks on such a minor legal technicality. After all as the
majority party it had nothing to fear from such a meeting and its acceptance of
the decision for a separate sitting was designed to accommodate Mr. Bhutto
rather than a fundamental stand for the party.

Evidence that agreement in principle between contending parties had been reached
is provided by Mr. Bhutto's own Press Conference on March 25. It is not certain
what transpired in the separate session between Gen. Yahya Khan and Mr. Bhutto,
but there is evidence that deliberate falsehoods about the'course of the talks
with the Awami League were fed to the PPP, who were told that Sheikh MUJIbUF was
determined to have a showdown and was escalating his demands.







