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Preface

This is only a compilation of the main events that took place
in Bangladesh from March 1969 to April 1971. This has been
done in a hurry and at a time when the people of Bangladesh
are engaged in a bloody liberation war. The pace of political
events during the last two and a half years has been very
fast in Pakistan. There is a constant demand from different
organizations as well as individuals to supply the background
of the present Bangladesh war of liberation. It was felt that
at least the immediate events leading upto the present situation
and the documents bearing on them should be presented in a
suitable form to meet this need. .

This is neither an analytical study nor an attempt to
answer the so-called White Paper of Pakistan Government.
Rather, it.is a chronological documentation of facts. = The

comments offered are meant only to serve as links connecting

the narrative. We are, however, aware that these reflect our

own commitment to the cause of liberation of Bangladesh for

which no apology is necessary.

Because of the unusual situation, it was difficult to procure
all the documents. There are, therefore, unavoidable omissions
here and there. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s speeches had to be
translated from Newspaper reports and recordings. Foran
account of the events and the discussions that took place
between the Awami League leaders and others including Yahya

Khan, we have used some extracts from the press statements of

Awami League leaders. This division remains thankful to
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Mr. Maudud Ahmed, Barrister-at-law for his untiring efforts to
arrange these documents.

If this short publication serves even only a limited
purpose of introducing the events leading to a free Bangladesh
our efforts may be considered successful. :

EXTERNAL PUBLICITY DIVISION,
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS.
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CHAPTER ONE

Colonisation

LAHORE RESOLUTION

The concept of Pakistan was stated finally in a resolution
passed at the annual conference of the All India Muslim
League held in Lahore in 1940. This resolution laid down
the principles that constituted the basis of Pakistan. The
resolution envisaged the creation of autonomous and sovereign
states consisting of the Muslim majority areas in India in
keeping with the wishes of the people of the region known
as Bangladesh. It reads: “That geographically contiguous
units be demarcated into regions which should be constituted
with such territorial readjustments as may be necessary that
the areas in which the Muslims are numerically in a majority
as in the North-Western and Eastern zones of India should be
grouped to constitute ‘Independent States in which the
constituent units shall be autonomous and sovereign”.

At the time of independence, however, the provision in‘the
Lahore Resolution relating to the creation of autonomous and
sovereign states was completely ignored. Instead, power was
handed over to a group of West Pakistanis who in course of
time came to. equate Pakistan with West Pakistan. Thus
began a long era of oppression and exploitation. The 23 years
of Pakistan saw many attempts to annihilate the language,
literature, culture of East Bengal and to annex its economy for
the benefit of West Pakistan.

The first onslaught to kill the culture and tradition of
the Bengalis who formed the majority in Pakistan came
in 1948 when Mr, Jinnah wanted to impose Urdu as the






