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SOME RECENT EDITORTALS

Newspapers of international rcpute have becn
repeatedly urging the world to take note of
the continuous rcpression of the pcople of
Bangladesh by a savage occupation army. So
far govermments, big and small, either found
it convenient to kecp their attention away
from the horrifying events or saw it a suit-
able occasion to squecze out 2 better bargain
in the global configuration for thrvir own
comforts. We are presenting in this column
extracts from some rccent editorials.

The New York Times, commenting on Mrs. Gand-
hi's search for 'some wisc impulse', wrote

on Nov 13..."What the subcontincn® desperate-
1Y needs is streng international pressure
on Islamabad to reach a political settle-
ment in the rebellious eastern province --

a settlement that will facilitate +he

speedy repatriation of the refugees, now
threatening India's cconomic, social and
political stability®..,

a

The Washington Post urged the same pelicy in
its editorial on Wov 18: "The key to ending
the violence, repression and refugee exodus
in Bast Pak has always been for Pak to free
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. A Bengali from the
East, he led tho Awami Leaguc to victory in
national elections last Macch, only to he
arrested as the Pak regime prevented him
from taking power. It's a genuine mistor-
tune that as far as anyone auld sec, Pres.
Yahya Khan has not had thc insight or poli-~
tical leeway (both arc essential) to frec
Mujibur and to undericke to make a political
settlement with him.,.n"

Again in another cditorial the New York Times
wrote (Nov 22):...'Therc is no questicn That
the humanitarian needs of the East Bergalis,
both those who have flcd and those who have
remained behind despite brutal military re-
pression, have a heavy claim on the conscienc
of mankind....In order to deal cffectively
with the humanitarian necds of tho Bengalis
it will be necessary to attack the root of
the problem -- the political crisis in Pak.
It is cssential to press for a political
solution in East Pak that will put an end

to the fighting there and
to return in safety...If the UH is to play
an cffective role for peacc and rchabili*
on the subcontinent, the world organization

Cto take steps to meet them.

national pressures on Pakistantg
Khan to rcach an accommodation Wﬁhﬁfs'Y&.
ed leaders of East Pak, especially g, Seo¥
prisoned Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. . n A
In its Nyv 23 editorial the New York Times
wrote:,.."The basic causc of the war threat,
to the subcontinent remains, however, the
ac .ion of Precs Yahya Khan to suppress the
clected leaders of East Pak and to rule that
province by armed terror. It was this brutal
action that provoked the hcadlong flight in-
to India of East Pakistani refugees now said
to number more than nine million..."

Washington Post editorial of WNov 2L:..."Tt's
(India_Pakistan confrontation) a tragedy.

But whe can look at its immediate underlying
cause, the Pakistan government's repression
of the East, and contend that it's that

worse than what came before? By the standard
rules of the game of the nations, countries
which practice atrocitics on their own citi-
zens are pretty much left alone to do it.

It is only when they commit violence that
sprcads into another country that the world
community is enabled, or forced, to get into
the act. The real wrong committed by the
Palkistanis was to declarc war on a group of
their own citizens,..n

In the editorial of Nov 25 the New York Times
wrote:,o."ﬂdmittodly, India is reacting

to provocations that most other nations

long agec would have found intolerable,

The Yahya Government's repression of a
democratically endorsed autonomy movement

in Bast Pakistan, resulting in a flood of

nire millior refugees into India (most of
them Hindus), has posed a direct threat to
India's own democratic institutions ang
fational security. The international communi -
vy -- 2nd most conspicuously the United States
Government -- has been slew to recognize the
extrenc dangers of this situation, let alonc
The Unit i
has studiouvsly side-stepped the cgﬁirgf ?::igns
of Pakistani repression despite repeated

wernings Irom the Secretary General y Thant, ., n
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BANGLADESH CONFERENCE
IN WASHINGTON

A nationallconference, under the title "Con-
gultation on the American Response to Events
in East Pakistan" was held in Washington D.C.
?rom November 10-12. The conference, organ-
ized primarily by the representatives of
‘church groups (including the National Coun-

cil of Churches, the Friends and the Unitari-

an Universalist Association) attracied about
-100 interested public figures from many
parts of the US and Canada. .

The lead speech was given by Senator Kennedy.
In his brief -address Kennedy criticized

the US policy and decried the terror which
has resulted in the daily deaths of L300
children (Kennedy's figure) in the refugee
camps in India.

Another important address was delivered by
Prof. Edward Dimock, Director of the South
Asia Language and Area Center, Uuiversity
of Chicago. (Copies of Prof. Dimock's
scholarly address are available at the
Bangladesh Information Center, L23 S5th
 Street SE, Washingten D. C. 20003).

State Department Director for Pakistan and
Afganistan Bruce Laingen spoice extensively
on US policy but failed to provide any con-
vincing defense for the administration

policy. He gave strong assurances that the
US embassy in West Pakistan has convincing
reason to believe that Mujib remains alive.

Mr. Mujahid Hossain, First Secretary of
the Embassy of Pakistan, was scheduled to
speak at the conference but after arriving
in the hall he abruptly walked out after
noticing the name of Mr. 3.A.M.S. Kibria of
the Bangladesh Mission on the program.
(Pakistan Embassy later issued a condemna-
tion of the conference.) -

Mr. Enayet Karim addressed the conference
on behalf of Bangladesh, following an
address by Mr. Maharajakrishna Rasgotra,
Minister for Politicgl Affairs, Embassy
of India. '

Rep. Peter Frelinghuysen, who recently re-
turned frem a tour of the refugee camps in
India and the war-stricken greas of Bangla-
, desh, made the final presentation of the

conference.

V Conditions are very bad.

The conference, which was presided over by
Dr. Homer Jack, Secretary General of the
World conference of Religion for Peace, was
co-sponsored by Harry Applewhite, Director
for International Relations, Council for
Christian Soccial Action, United Church of
Christ; Robert Jones, Executive Director,
Washington Office, Unitarian Universalist
Association; Dr. Allan Parrent, Department
of International Affairs, National Council
of Churches; Edward Snyder, Friends Committ-
ee on National Legislation.

A TEYTER FROM
BANGLADESH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

The following letter, dated Nov L, 1971, =
has been addressed to all doctors by the
general secretary of the Bangladesh Medieal
Association, U.K. (9A Wotton Road, London
NW2, UK) after his return from Bangladesh:

Dear Colleague:

There is a great
shortage of drugs and warm clothing. In
Septemoer tne Commander-in-Chief visited the
Hospital, and in October we had a visit from
the Acting President and Prime Minister of
Bangladesh. A letter from the C-in-C to our
President is enclosed. The C-in-C has end-
orsed our plan to set up 3 more hospitals,
and even rcquested that we set up 10 more
instead. The sooner we are able to do this,
the greater will be our contribution to the
fight for our country.

During the last two mcenths we have given:

- medical and other help to the
Mukti Bahini

- medical supplies (5,000 lbs.
drugs etc.)

- clothing (2,000 1bs.)

We urgently request your help on the follow-
ing projects:

1. Dr., Mobin has been doing a tremendous
job in establishing the first Bangladesh
Hospital. He has been working there for-
almost six months. He must soon be re-
placed. We urge you to give three months
time to serve in our Hospital. Contact us
as soon as possible if you are willing to
undertake this vitally needed work.

2. Plcase try to give us 10% of your salary.
This can be easily arranged by bankers order.



-

3. As to drugs. Contact your local GPs and
ask for donations of the free samples.they
receive regularly. Aspirins, cough mixtures

antibiotics, tetanus toxoid, and anti malari-

als - all are -needed..

L. The response to our appeal for clothing
has been moderate. If the Mukti Bahini are
not to die of cold, they must have the basic
necessities. These can easily be suppliet
from the UK., Knitted woollen squares, joined
together, make very good blankets. Please
help us with this. '

5. Our mailing list does not include all the
Bangladesh doctors in the UK and abroad. We
would like to have complete support, Please
make a personal effort to find out the names
of doctors not already in the Bangladesh Med-
ical Association and send them to us. We
would also appreciate your notifying us imm-
ediately of changes in addrcss.

Yesterday I rececived a letter from Bangladesh
giving news of the Liberation Army. The
Mukti Bahini have captured Chhatak and the
Pakistan army has been forced to retreat to
Sunamganj. Below is a confidential report

of the Combined Military Hospital in Dacca
giving details of casualties sustained by

the Pakistani forces until July.

Combined Military Hospital, Dacca
:Casualties up to 26.7.7.

Total no. dead soldiers brought to

hospital 7,493

Total no. soldiers fatally wounded
5,6L3

Totalmo. soldiers wounded 4,830

Total no. soldiers dead from snake
bite 147
Mentally disabled soldiers subsequentiy
transferred clsewhere - 2,6
: 18,359
We have been very active in arousing interest
in the British community in our projects, and
may establish a medical aid committec along
the lines of "Medical Aid to Vietnam." Wwe
will try to be in touch with you.every L -6
weeks.

It is essential that Bengalis not directly
involved in the Liberation Struggle help in
their individual capacities. Without
physicians and drugs our fighters cannot
survive. We can and must help them.

Yours ‘incerely,

A T M Zafrullah Chowdhury
General Sccretary

A LETTER FROM THE MUKTI BAHINI
COMMANDER - in -~ CHIEF TO THE PRESIDENT
OF BANGLADESH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

Io - .

Dr. A.H.S. Rahman
President,
Bangladesh Medical Association

Oct 13, 1971
Dear Dr. Ralman:

I am taking the opportunity of Dr. Zafrullah
Chowdhury's temporary return to UK, to write
and thank you and, through you, the Bangla-
desh Medical Assocaition for making Drs.
Zafrullah and Mobin available to organize
hospitals in the field for the Bangladesh
Forces ( Mukti Bahini ) and for the medical
equipment and medicines. So far they have
organized one hospital in the Field which

I was very impressed with. Tt promises to
be a good hospital cven though accommodated
in bamboo huts. : '

I need hardly add that we look forward to
your sustained interest and efforts in pro-
viding us with medical facilities and equip
ment which I have no doubt will be properly
utilized, under Dr. Zafrullah's dedicated
care.

Yours sincerely,

M.A.G. Osmany

PARTICIDATE 1N THE —

LIBERATION STRUGGLE:
HELP MUKTI BAHINI

If you arc a doctor, Mukti Bahini need your
experience and skill. You can serve in the
Mukti BRahini hospitals for three months.

Dr. Zillur Rahman Athar M.D. (808 Hillwood
Blvd., Nashville, TN 37209, Phone: (615)
356-3912) is coordinating the medical efforts
in North America and maintaining liason with
the Bangladesh Medical Association in Engla-
nd. Write to him to facilitate the prepara-
tion of a rotating roster of doctors avail-
able for Mukii Bahini hospitals. You nay
also establish direct contact with the Medi-
cal Association in England (9A Wotton Road,



Vi ondon | )
Ptondon NW 2, U.K.) BANGLADESH ACTIVITIES AROUND THE U.S.

Please send mediciﬁos, wiﬁter.clothés a
" ' nd/or
cash to Mukti Bahini. For information re{

gagéing free air trgnsportation of medicines - Dr. i.R. Mallick and Dr. A. Hoque, members

anh. he channels to 'send money to Mukt i - of the Banladesh delegation to the UN, spoke
Bahini con}act Dr. Muhammad Yunus (500 Para- to a gathering of approximately 250 students
gon Mills #B-7, ‘Nashville, TN 37211, Phone and faculty of Stanford University on Nov 2.

8an Fransisco Bay Area

(615) 833-306L). * The American League for Bangladesh organized -

' an claborate publicity campaign for the
POETRY READING BY GINSBERG rally in the community and on campus. The
AND VOZNESENSKY : ' Stanford Daily and the local Palo Alto

. : . Times gave good coverage of the event. Im-
New York: TFor the first time, Allen Ginsberg mediately preceeding the rally the visitors
and Andrei Voznesensky, the distinguished - addressed a group of local newsmen. In the
Russian poet, will give a poetry reading news conference the visitors explained the
together. The reading to be held on Satur- nature of the liberation struggle in Bangla--
day, November 20th, at 7 p.m., at St. George's desh. Repeatedly they stressed the fact that
Church, 207 E. 16th Street, is intended to. - the 75 million people of Bangladesh are fight-

i raise the public level of consciousness " . ing to be free from an enemy whose nature
i about the problem of Bangladesh and what the is facist and whose tactics are medieval.
J American people can do to alleviate it. The rally was opened by Joan Baez's song on
i o o - Bangladesh followed by opening remarks by
It To quote Mr. Ginsberg, who has recently re- the chairman of the American League for
f turned from a tour of the refugee camps in Bangladesh. .- He pointed out tc the gathering
India: ‘ ) how another poor and populcus country in
N Py ' South Asia became the victim of Mr. Nixon's-
Millions of brothers in woe, : generation of peacec. .
Millions of sisters nowhere to go, ‘ :
Milliions of children in' the rain, In his opening speech, Dr, Mallick dealt
Millions of mothers in -pain -- . . with the background of the genocidal war in
i September flood over Jessore road. _ Bangladesh.  He told the rally that the ™ =

! . million Bengalis of Bangladesh are fighting
Joining. them will be Kenneth Koch, Ed Sanders, a true and genuine liberation struggle.
‘ Gregory Corso, Peter Orlovsky, Anne Waldman, Their struggle is for life against death.

i Michael Brownstein, Dick Gallup, and Ron He exposed the brutal and nedieval charac-
' Padgett.: - : ter of the Pakistani regime. The enemy is-
: ) ' waging a war for the extermination of a
The reading is sponsored by Americans for people. .

Bangladesh, a group of concerned citizens : :
working to educate the public about Bangla- Following Dr. Mallick, Dr. Hoque spoke to tB

desh and to raise relief funds for Bangla- the assembly. He gave an eyewitness account
desh. . - . . , _ of his experiences and told the rally that

. ' despite heavy odds, the liberation struggle
POETRY READING IN ENGLAND is forging ahead and the victory of the Muk-

: : ' ti Bahini, Bangladesh peoples army, is in-
Glenda Jackson, the actress, read a Bengall evitable. At the end of the rally, Mrs.
poem as well as passages from Shakespeare and Hubert Marshall, spokesman for the Stanford
Yeats at a Sadlers Wells Theatre concert on  Women forPeace, made a scathing attack on -
Nov 1L, 71 to raise funds for refugees from the Nixon administration for its complicity

Bangladesh. Bengali artists included well- in the genocide in Bangladesh.
known folk singers and Birender Shankar, nep-
hew of Ravi Shankar, the celebrated sitar Tn addition to Stanford campus the visitors
player. also spoke in U.C. Berkelsy and Santa Cruz.
e They appealed to the citizens to help stop
. L,T?pn;:1 all aid to the repressive and brutal regime
‘ in Pakistan.



Santa Cruz, California:

At a meeting of the students and faculty of
the University of California at Santa Cruz
on Nov 10, it was. decided-to-organize-a cam-
pus grioup called "Friends of Bangladesh,"
with Chris Maier and Fvelyn Lee as coordinat-
ors and Professor Dilip Basu as advisor.

The group intends to educate the campus and
local communities on the Bangladesh issue,

., thriough leafleting, lectures,. teach-in, film-
shows etc.  Students were urged tc mail some
pertinent literature to their parents, asking
them to contribute toward refugee relief

and write to their congressmen and senators.
Two hundred and fifty students signed up to
fast on November 18 as a gesture of solidar-
ity with Bangladesh and contribute their
meal tickets to refugee relief.

-East Lansing, Michigan

.Arrangements are in progress for. fast on

Dec 1,71,,in.10 Dormitories, 20 sororities,
30 fraternities and 13 coop housing. . Pro-
teeds from the fast will go to help the
refugees. Educational campaign on Bangla-
desh is continuing rigorously.. Speakers from
.Bangladesh Association addressed meetings in
Sseveral D'rms and high schools on' Bangladesh
issue. There was a short IV appearance in
the local TV appealing for funds for the
Bengali refugees. On Nov 1L, Rev Warren Day
and Mr. S. Poddar from ILansing Area Committce
for Emergency Refugee Fund had 15 minute

" radio Program about the conditions cf. refugces
and causes leading to This gravest human
disaster. All Lansing arca Presbyterian
Churches collected funds in their churches

on Nov 21, to help the refugees.

Dewitt, Michigan

The Lions Club of Dewitt - Lansing invited
the President of. Rangladesh Association,
Michigan State University to speak to its
‘meeting on Nov 18,71. Il spoke in the
meeting on the Bangladesh issuc and appealed
for funds and winter clothes. Literature
" and leaflets werc also distributed,

Ann- Arbor, Michigan

On the 22nd of Nov about 1000 students of +the
South Quadrangle of thc'Univcrsity of Michi-
gan observed' a fast to donate their money
for the Bangladesh refugees. In the evening
a mass meeting .and a cultural show was '

Bangladesh Association at the

organized for the fasting students,
Rod Huber and Mr. Hank Haitowit spoke g
the situation in Bangladesh. Miss Sherop
Lower and Miss Indu Malini perfomed Bengaly
dances to the tune of quore.songs_presented
by Miss Beth Lingdberg, Mr. Ashok Talwar
and Mr and Mrs Raja. The program was pro-
duced and conducted by Mr. Peter Hook .and
Miss Sneholata Decksheet. - The fast was or-
ganized by Mr. Bart Taub.,

A weekly Bangladesh information desk at

the univ. center distributes materials on
Bangliadesh situation under the management
of a sub—committeé'chairmathiSSTerry“Cline.

Urbana, Illinois

University of
Iilinois took part in a panel. discussion
sponsorced by the local cosmopolitan club,
Mr. Mohammad . Mondal and Mr. Rabbani of
the Association and.Dr. M. Rahman of Eastern
Illinois University_atiCharleston54Ill;\spoke
on. the background of the tragedy in Bangla-
desh- and the future of Bangladesh. The-
association is presenting a film in the
first week of December to raise funds.

A drive for collection of winter clothes:. -
for the Mukti Bahini is in progress.

4RMS FOR PAKISTAN -

Two rocent reports from the Daily Telegraph
(Nov 10, 13) reveal a flow of British and
German arms thrcugh illegal channels. Bri-
tish equipment has included tanks, air-
craft and guns; it was shipped by way of
Las Palmas through Pak ships. British .of-
ficials ‘expressed puzzlement. ' These secret
shipments may have ariginated from weapons
ostensibly discarded as scrap. Sparc

parts for US M-L7 tanks are involved in

the West German leak of arms.. There are
suspicions that bribes have been paid to

- officials to camouflage deliveries of
" live equipment and spare parts as 'demili-

tarized' equipment sold by

the Bundeswehr
at scrap prices.






