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Notes on Contributors:

Aijaz Ahmad is a West Pakistani writer who teaches English at

Livingston College, New Brunswick. His poems and articles
have been published in a wide variety of magazines in the
United States as well as Pakistan and India. Ghazals of
Ghalib, of which he is the editor and co-translator, will
be published by Columbia University Press this Fall.

Eqbal Ahmad is a West Pakistani scholar, a Fellow of the Adlai

Stevenson Institute in Chicago, and is presently under in-
dictment, along with Philip Berrigan and others, for alleg-
edly conspiring to kidnap Henry Kissinger. He has contri-
buted to a large number of magazines and anthologies. His
Revolution and Reaction in the Third World will be published
by Pantheon in 1972. Eqbal Ahmad is an editor of Africasia.

Feroz Ahmad is also a West Pakistani scholar. He is the editor

of Pakistan Forum, and has published political analyses in
Pakistani as well as American and French journals, including
Africasia and the Bulletin of Concerned Asian Scholars.

field research in East Bengal.

Rehman Sobhan is the leading economist of Bangla Desh, was a

Professor of Economics in Dacca University prior to March
25th, has written widely and has been advisor to Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman on economic affairs.

Tajjudin Ahmad is the Prime Minister in the clandestine Provis-

ional Government of Bangla Desh.

Ceneral Yahya is, as the world knows, the military President

of Pakistan.
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Introduction |

The merciless and unrelenting genocide of the Bengali people
- he West Pakistani Army has been conducting over the last five
5: has had few precedents even in this, the bloodiest and the most |
1.ble of human centuries. Indonesia comes to mind, and more than
Nazi Germany. The most apt analogy is, we suppose, with the Am-
11 genocidal tactics in Southeast Asia. There is, however, one
difference. The technological factor in the direct American de-
is far greater. In Pakistan, massacres still involve infinite
>iilities of one-to-one encounter and savagery. If American cor-
1idents have been particularly horrified by the tragedy in Bengal,
v's that they never were, never allowed themselves to be, horrified
2:t Nam, it is partly because they find it easier to despise in
s; what their own people have been doing all along; when they see
1. Mylai-type massacre can be conducted by some Asians too, they
r.-he fact with a tone of glee. In part, however, the sense of hor-
5; evoked by simply the number of times the victim and the victim-
come face to face, the number of times someone has said to him-
this 1is the man I am going to kill. The blind, callous, unknow-
merican pilot of a bomber plane in Laos rarely enjoys that partic-
y' savage variety of direct gratification.
I'n this book, however, we are not concentrating on the story of
t:rocities: they are well known, and given the American love of
r- stories, we can trust the established press to keep the focus on
The most authentic account to appear yet has come from a West
t:ani correspondent, Anthony Mascarenhas, and we have included ex-
si from his report here; it first appeared in London Times. Mascar-
was taken on a guided tour of the ravaged East Bengal. His first
t: was written while he was still under control of the Pakistani
it was, predictably, favorable to the Army. Then, driven by the
r- he had experienced while in Bengal, he fled, with his family, to
ni, and told the real story. We have used parts of this second

Ffor the most part, we have concentrated on putting together in one
ee articles by diverse hands and on diverse aspects of the politi-
r:isis in Pakistan. Unlike Viet Nam, Pakistan is not a country
..politics or even basic history is well known in the West. Here
vre taken a small step to remedy this situation. Later, of course,
c:comprehensive and cohesive books will come to fill this vacuum
ardequately.
IThe situation in Bangla Desh is highly fluid; it changes, literally
week to week. An understanding of the background is particularly
aant, so that out of the chaos of highly speculative reporting one
eegin to make at least some sense. In compiling this little book,
vwve been very aware of the depths of ignorance we face here, in Am-
»» about Pakistan and the Bangla Desh question. Thus, we have had
ggin with the basics.
IThe book opens with a basic chronology of events. Next, we have
mted two articles, by the same author and from the same journal,
concentrate on interpretative analysis of the fundamental trends
e rebellion of 1968-69 and the current massacre; as would be quite
mt to the reader, this massacre occurred precisely because no one
di the signals given out at the time of the more limited rebellion
eears back. Then, after the article by Anthony Mascarenhas, we have
mlysis of the food problems built into the East Pakistani economy

have been aggravated a thousand-fold by the disruptions caused by



the armed intervention of last Spring.
The two articles by Sobhan and Ahmad on the political and mili-

tary strategy of U.S. aid which lie very much at the center of the book,
pose the central question of the U.S. involvement and suggest that the
U.S. aid, which has so far been seen as perhaps a misguided but surely
a benign donation, is perhaps the single most prominent factor in the
rise of the Army as the ruling class in Pakistan and in the growth of
the regional disparities which have now split the country apart. The
plece by Eqbal Ahmad, which concludes this half of the book, is an at-
tempt to see the problem in dialectical terms, to weigh the arguments
and the facts presented by the two sides, and to clarify concretely the
reasons why the military adventure needs to be condemned in the strong-
est terms possible.

In the second half of nhe book, we have collected statements by the
Prime Minister of the Provisional Government of Bangla Desh and the Pres-
ident of Pakistan; the latter outlines the features of the sort of de-
mocracy the Army is trying to restore to Pakistan. We have concluded
the book with a table of statistics on the regional disparities between
East and West Pakistan, and a selection of analytical reports from some
of the most knowledgeable correspondents of some of the more prestigeous
international journals and newspapers. The principle for selection in
the last instance has been not S0 much a quest for materials to support
this or that interpre:ation; rather, we have concentrated on the anal-
yses that seemed to us the most valuble in terms of providing a more
comprehensive perspective on the Progress of events since March 25th.

This is in no sense a dogmatic book, though it is not the work of
passionless people either. The authors we have selected are mostly re-
putable scholars and mostly from West Pakistan. Each article, and the
book as a whole, should be Seen as a quick stab of recognition of the
fundamental facts in a situation which is at best confusing and often
inhuman. More dispassionate. more theoretical analyses can come later.
For now, we needed a bunch of writings which grapple with events while
they are still taking shape; writings, in other words, which we think

are informed and intelligent and committed to finding significance with-
in the shapelessness of the present, and which have the courage to con-
fess their tentativeness when they are, indeed, tentative.
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A Basic Chronology

Pakistan Forum

March 22, 1949 The Muslim League passes the Pakistan resolution in
Lahore, stating, "...that areas in which the Muslims are
numerically in a majority, as in the north-west and
eastern zones of India, should be grouped to constitute
"Independent States" in which the constituent units
shall be autonomous and sovereign.'

August 14, 1947 Pakistan emerges as one independent state, with two
parts separated by 1999 miles.

Dctober, 1947 The first armed conflict between India and Pakistan
over the latter's territorial claim on Jainauu and
Kashmir.

February 21,1952 Several Bengalis killed while protesting against the
imposition of Urdu as the sole national language.
Bengali finally accepted as a national language.

larch 8-12, 1954 The Jukto Front, with the Awami League as its major
component, gives a crushing defeat to Muslim League in
East Pakistan elections. Chief Minister, Nurul Amin,
and all of his cabinet members, who had been subservient
to West Pakistani landlords, lose their seats.

a1y, 1954 Pakistan signs the Mutual Defense Assistance Agreement
with the U.S.

ptember, 1954 Pakistan joins the U.S. sponsored Southeast Asia Treaty
Organisation (SEATO) which formalises Pakistan's inclu-
sion in the U.S. military strategy in Southeast Asia.

—:.ruary, 1955 Pakistan also joins the Baghdad Pact, which, in turn
formally includes her in the U.S. military strategies
in the Middle East and the Mediterranean region.

-=cober, 1958 Military takeover engineered by General (later Field
Marghall) Ayub Khan who later wrote quite candidly in
his autobiography, Friends Not Masters, of the prior dis-
cussions he had had with the Pentagon.

tber, 1962 Sino-Indian border conflict. While maintaining the Pak-
istani clientale, the U.S. begins to give arms to India
as well,

——=imber, 1965 War between India and Pakistan. The U.S. suspends arms
supplies to both countries, pending the resolution of
the crisis. Till then, the U.S. was the almost exclu-
sive supplier of arms to Pakistan; India had been re-
ceiving aid from the Soviet Union. Now Pakistan begins
to get some arms supplies from China.
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1967 The U.S. resumes arms sale to both countries.

November, 1968 to Popular uprising against the dictatorship of General

March, 1969 Ayub Khan results in the release of most of the polit-
ical prisoners and dropping of the infamous Agartala
Conspiracy Case against the Awami League chief, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman. Ayub Khan resigns under the popular
pressure and the military chief, Gen. Yahya Khan, takes p
over the interim government. Ayub's 1962 constitution
abrogated.

November 28, 1969 General Yahya Khan announces that elections will be held ’
on October 5, 1979 i

March 28, 1979 Yahya Khan issues a 'Legal Framework Ordinance,' en-
visaging general elections on the basis of population
and adult franchise by October 22. The 313 member as-
sembly to be elected must draft a constitution within
129 days after its first session and the constitution
must incorporate the guidelines of the ordinance, in-
cluding preserving the "unity" and "territorial integ-
rity" of Pakistan.

August 15, 1979 Owing to the severe floods in East Pakistan, elections
are put off till December, 1979.

October, 1979 The U.S. signs a secret agreement to supply Pakistan
with an unspecified number of F-194 jet fighters, B-52
bombers, and armored personnel carriers.

November 12, 1979 Coastal areas of East Pakistan are hit by this century's
worst natural calamity--a cyclone accompanied by tidal
wave--that causes approximately half a million deaths
and suffering to another three million people. 1Inade-
quate relief measures on part of the West Pakistan based
central government enrages the Bengali people. Maulana
Bhashani's National Awami Party withdraws from the elec~ b
tions and demands independence for East Pakistan within
the union. Bhashani's demand gains widespread support
among the masses but the hope for achieving autonomy

through the ballot still persists.
December 7, 1979 Election results give the Awami League all but two na-
Bast Pakistan and a simple

tional assembly seats from '
majority natiozvide. In West Pakistan, Pakisti; Pﬁople s
Party, running on the slogan of "Islamic :oc:ga ::aés ‘n
pulls a major surprise by winning 83 of the
the region.
rlier trend
December 17, 1979 Provincial assembly elections repea; ;:::e;akiscan e
by giving an almost total control o
sembly to the Awami League.
ted areas and by-
Janumry 17, 1971 Elections held in the Cyclone :ff::ed. {
elections National Assembly co© P

an Indian Airlines plane to

January 31, 1971 Two Kashmiri youth hijack

i



February 15,

February 16---
March 14,

IMarch

IMarch

Mlarch

Mlarch 26,

Ajpril

March
Aporil

16-24,1971

Lahore and blow it up. War psychosis grips India and
Pakistan, and supporters of strong center in West Pak-
istan exploit the situation to discredit provincial
autonomy. The Awami League gets apprehensive and demands
inquiry into the matter.

After a series of talks with Gen. Yahya and Sheikh
Mujib, the PPP chief, Mr. Bhutto, announces boycott
of the assembly session scheduled for March 3.

Mr. Bhutto's refusal and Gen. Yahya's decision to post-
pone the assembly session indefinitely is answered by

a general strike in East Pakistan. Yahya sets March 25
as the new date for the assembly but his March 6 tirade
against Mujib angers the Bengali people further. As a
result of a civil disobedience movement the control of
East Pakistan passes into the hands of the Awami League.
Several hundred demonstrators are killed by army firing.
The Awami League puts forth four pre-conditions for at-
tending the session, including the transfer of the interim
government to the elected representatives.

Gen. Yahya rushes to Dacca for talks.

While talks between Mujib and Yahya continue, West Pak-
istani troop build-up in East Pakistan also continues.

Amidst the reports of army massacre of civilians in Chit-
tagong and Rangpur, talks are deadlocked. Yahya Khan
returns to West Pakistan, denounces Mujib as a traitor,
bans the Awami League, and orders military takeover of
the province. The army goes on rampage, killing inno-
cent people and burning homes and offices.

East Pakistan declares itself an independent People's
Republic of Bangla Desh, and war starts between the army
and the people of Bangla Desh.

Chou En-lai, the Chinese Prime Minister, writes to Yahya
affirming the unity of Pakistan and warning against for-
eign intervention, particularly Indian intervention.

The letter is publicised in the Western Press as being
supportive of the Yahya regime---the Chinese Press does
not publish the letter.

Radio Pakistan claims arrest of Mujib and his colleagues
and a complete control of Bangla Desh. A clandestine
rebel radio denies the army claim and urges the people

to resist. At different times, the rebels control Chit-
tagong, Rangpur, Dinajpur, Kushtia, Jessore, Sylhet,
Chaudanga, etc. The army ruthlessly slaughters the people
and regains most of the lost territory. Thousands flee

to India or to countryside.



April 17, 1977

June 28, 197]

April-August, 1971

July-Auguse, 1977.

August 3, 197]

August 4, 197]

The Awami League leadership announced the creation of

the Provisional Government of Bangla Desh, with Nazrul
Islam as Acting President and Tajuddin Ahmad as Prime
Minister. AJlJ Left groups, including the Natfonal Awami‘
Party, are kept out of this clandestine government.

|
In a radio broadcast, General Yahya Promised to return ‘
the country to civilian rule within four months or so.

along with this civilian rule and that he himself will be| o
the President. The Awami League, meanwhile, is outlawed | t—
indefinitely. He also announces the appointment of a ci
committee to draft a constitution "according to the needs

of the country as assessed by me." The names of the mem-/ p.—
bers of this committee are not announced. | Eqe=

| por=
The flow of refugees to India continues. The food sit- | P
ation inside East Bengal continues to deteriorate.With [
the monsoon rains the fighting diminishes. Guerrillas the
with Left orientation begin to regroup in the interior; | had
reports of the formation of a broad-based Left coaiitioni revoms
begin to arrive. Meanwhile, an Indian-financed commando the
type army Steps up its actions in the border regions and being

from the Sanctuaries in India. The Indian Government yeare
keeps up her diplomatic offensive in behalf of the Pro- which
visional Government of Bangla Desh. Chances of a direct in Ea
war between Pakistan and India increase. : in Ka

time,
U.S. arms shipments to the West Pakistani Junta continue. coupl
tate D

has to continye 8ilving the aid in order to gain a lever- ]
3ge in the situation. Which
111 antq-{
The House of Representatives passes the Foreign Aid B Amerqc
with an amendment to cut off the aid to Pakistan until and 1
a political solution is found. : ;: bot
ars
Nixon holds a Press Conference-.-and criticises the House Teat

con-
ammendment categorically stressing again the “:e: ::e v.s: tary o
tinue the aid in order to maintain a leverage fo "tdon,




7
'Law & Order' In Pakistan
Aljaz Ahmad
xpanded version of this article appeared in The Nation, April 14, 1969

Pakistan for the second

It seems evident that
ded to dispense with Ayub Khan, who became Pre-

s declared in 1958, in order to retain

e of opposition from the Left as well as the
-1an elements of the Right. At the Same time, the new military
le has been installed to perpetuate the domination of East

tan by the West Pakistanis, upsurge in the

In other words, the military are playing their traditional
ical role: the defense of the status quo.

ition instead, of mere agitation. Despite

18ime will, on the whole, be benevolent.

it will not be threatened; ay have a couple of

in which to play another Ayub. Pakistan's alliances, against

t-he masses have been agitating, will continue. The masses

- Pakistan, students all over the country and factory workers
» and to brood on the future. Next

ochi will go back to work
they will arise with shotguns and shells - that will take a

=0 f years.

—:istan has been from the start a land of contra
is now paying in oPpression and blood.
—c2rialist and anti-American has been fed ¢

Propaganda and millions of dollars worth
—iulers believe their interests are served
A people of high political sophisticatio

dictions, for
A country largely
ountless volumes of
of American aid

by the continuation
n, who only twenty
of both India and

by the whole width of India, only very minimal effort has
tto bring the People together.
—'US part, feels that it 1is bein

"N a country growing economical
extolled

g dictated to by the Western
ly at a rate so fast that

N made against the Prevailing
O severe that Ayub's son has progressed
Y salary of about $159 to Possessions
more than $29 million. Above all, the political system
That is the status quo which martial law is to defend.
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bi ché:ﬁi;iggry are for the most part anti-American and a very large

*Innqngaﬁre’openly pro-Peking. The masses in West Pakistan have

found a compelling leader in the young, pro-Peking ex-Foreign Mini-
ster, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. It has never been sufficiently recog-
nized that East Pakistan's very powerful leftist opposition is not
merely an affair of colleges but goes deep into the countryside.
Now the formation of a Communist government in the neighboring
Indian province of West Bengal offers East Pakistan the first ser-
ious alternative to union with West Pakistan that it has ever had.
It will be thinking seriously of seceding and forming a separate
state with West Bengal and Assam.

In short, one is talking about not simply another political
movement in yet another Asian country but the balance of power -
in fact the map itself - of the subcontinent, and what may yet
become the most significant new revolutionary movement in Asia.
The situation is fluid and somewhat chaotic, but pressures are dis-
cernible and very clear patterns are emerging. So when Bhutto,
harassed by rightist terrorism, says, "There must not be another

Indonesia in Pakistan," Americans should try to understand what
he means.

Serious dissatisfaction with the Ayub regime began to grow in
Pakistan during the early sixties, when the people took stock of
their situation in the following terms:

L. The political and constitutional 'structure Ayub had develop-
ed permitted only about 89,999 people, out of some 129 million, to
have any direct participation in or impact on the electoral process.

2. His economic policies, although generating an overall
progress, concentrated wealth in a few hands.

3. Economic progress was accompanied by an inflation which
hit the middle and poor classes very hard; by corruption and by
American aid which had intolerable strings attached to it.

4. While the United States was following with Pakistan and
India a neutralish policy biased toward the latter, Pakistan had
committed itself wholeheartedly to a pro-American policy that was
damaging its relationships with China, Russia, Eastern Europe
and the emergent revolutionary forces in the rest of the world.

While the discontents arising from these factors were growing,
war broke out with India, followed by the ceasefi;e anﬂiz:ecﬁzn:ro-
versial Tashkent Agreement. The circumstances under w
Tashkent Agreement was signed indicated toiatl:ri;u:?:b::EOE i:k::;

e .
tanis that Russia and the United States twis
that the agreement was
ved quite generally in Pakistan
:i::c:e:::houtqthe acquiescence of Mr. Bhutto, then Foreign Minister,

's departure from the cabinet and
The conclusion of the agreement, nhu;:Osuch :uick suscession Ehat Eew

id came ¥
the resumption of American a e then, Bhutto's popularity
Pakistanis faﬁled ::osgnnect them. Sinc f;el :::: Si:;:b?: has been
and prestige have g £ honor. Meanw e, Position
t be a man © £ d
::s ?:: ezgmplz, his decision not only to for almost three yea,;.
’

tani leaders,
the most influential of Bi;:r:::i; on false grounds, with conspiracy ang
but also to charge him, ap

seditious intent.
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