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A central question in any enalysis of the events leadiug to the
present crisis in Pakistan is: did the political will needed for a
sertieinent between East and West Pakistan ever reall ly exist?
Ornie of Sheiki Mujibur Rehman's economic advisers, recouiting
the sequience of the negotiations, argues here thar one of the
principal difficulties enconntercd by the Awami League was that
neither ihe President and his represcrtatives vior Mr. Bhutto's
PPP could be persuaded to specify their negotiating positions.

Yer by March 23 it appeared to Sheikh Mujid's advisers thai

the major legal, political and economic issues had beern resol vad;
they were waiiing to be called for a final session, and then the
President and his negotia‘ors Iaft Ducca. The genérals and

Mi, Bhutto appeared to have been buying time to build a Wes:?
Pakistan coalition. Fron: February 15 to March 25, discussicn
of the Awami League proposals was “‘an elaborate clmra(/a"t

The course of events within Palistan, and Banglz Desh in
particular, is in great measure going to be determined by the
intentions and decisions of those military leaders who rule
. Pakistan today. Tn assessing their possible couise of action it is
instructive to look back on the events within Pakistan which
-culminated in the cccurrences of March 25 and their elemental,
aftermath, '

It was widely believed outside Pakistan that the decision by
I'resident Yahya to crack dows on Sheik Mujibur Rahman and his
Awami League Party was due to a breakdown in“their political
- negotiations in Dacca prior to March 25. This has been given
sSome currciicy by President Yahya's broadeast of March 26.1
i But a subsequent press releuse of tha Government of Pakistan
dated May 6 stated that the military action was designed as a
pre-cmptive strike against a secessicn move by Mujib pianned for
+ March 26 and aided by a mutiny of Bengali troops and by Indian
suppost. This subsequent cxplanation was at no stage touched
: upon by the President in his March 26 broadcast, and seems
- have been a belated afterthought; no disinterested observer
come forward to lend credibility to this story.

———x

What really happened ? It is €asy to piece together facts base
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-pclsﬁna! -knowledge, but ‘motives are harder to interpret. The
emphasis will therefore be on putting the record straight, though
some element of speculation remains unavoidable.

The first round of talks on the constitution took place between
President Yahya and Sheik Mujib around the middle of Januarty
-in Dacca. It was hoped that the President would at this stage spell
,out his own interpretation of the “unity.and integrity of Paki-
stan”, and would indicate what aspects of the Awami Lcague
Six Point prograinme, if any, aroused misgivings within the ruling
group. It was hoped that the “military interest” would be declared
and that the terms on which the President was willing to transfer
‘power would te put forward clearly. The President’s Legal
Framework Order, which was cited ir_x parliamentury debates in
Britain®, was a remarkably unspecific document which could
‘mean all things to all men. By suggesting that the President
‘would not accept a constitution which prejudiced the unity and
integrity of Pakistan it begged the whole issue of the election
which was being fought, not on the cxistence of Pakistan, but
on whose interpretaticn of the terms of nationhood had the widest
acceptance. The LFO was relevant merely because it indicated
that the President resarved the right to veto any constitution
presenied to him. Since his LFO was unspecific on what would
invoke such a veto it was expected that he would spell out what
seems to have been deliberately left unsaid in his LFO.

Contrary to all expectation, in these initial talks with Mujib,
Yahya had no positive views to state. Along with his aide,
Licutenant-General Peerzada, he gave a careful hearing to the
Awami League team on the implication of the Six Foints. He
seems to have been probing to see if the Awami Leagiie had done
its homework, and found that the tcam was well briefed by its
advisers on the legal and economic background. As he might
have been aware, the Awami League advisers had in fact begun
preparation a ycar bufore of a constitutional draft based on the
Six Points and had worked out in detail the various negotiating
options open to the party, and their implications.

At the end of this session the President appearcd satisfied that the
Six Points did not mean the disintegration of Pakistan, but sug-
gested that agreement be reached with Mr. Bhutto so that an early
transfer of power could take place. On his departure from Dacca
he referred to Mujib as the future prime minister of Pakistan.

The Awami League believed that the reference to Mr. Bhutto
implied that the President would clucidate his unarticulated views
through Bhutto. From Dacca Yahya had gone to Bhutto's home



in Larkana, where they had had long talks; Bhutto’s impending
visit to Dacca was scen as an occasion for serious discussion at
which the real “West Pakistan inlerest’” would be spelt out.

I had paid a visit to West Pakistan several weeks carlier to meet
various PPP lcaders who werc involved in the task of drawing up
the PPP version of the constitution. All were lawyers. Economists
were conspicuously absent from the team. The talks were useful
inasmuch as they prescnted a medley of PPP misgivings about the

" Six Points. But they confirmed that the PPP had doae no home-
work on any altcrnative set of proposals, and that, in fact,
differcnt incmbers of the team did not cven have identical vicws
on what aspcct of the Six Points they objected to, and for what
rcasons. It was suggested that by the time the PPP team came to
Dacca for talks they would have an alternative draft which would
form the basis of their own negotiating position.

Mr. Bhutto came to Dacca in the last week of January. He had
dircct scssions with Mujib, and then his “*constitutional team™
met their Awami League counterparts. As the talks proceeded it
became clcar that the PPP had as yet not prepared their draft,
and were merely probing the Six Points as Yahya had done
"before them. This made formal negotiation impossible, since
negotiations imply altcrnative scts of positions and an attempt to
bridge the gap between them,

The exploratory character of the talks and the nced for a more
substantive sccond round were blurred by Bhutto in his parting
remarks to the press in Bacca on January 30. He said that there
was no deadlock, and that **you cannot solve the problems of
23 years in three days'". He added that he planned to hold
consultations in West Pakistan, and then continue his search for
consensus and resume his necgotiations and dialogue with the
Awami Lcague, and that for this rcason the National Assembly
session should not be held before the end of February. It was not,
he said, nccessary to attend the Assembly with an agreement
already reiclied on different isssucs, because negotiations could
continuc cven wiien the Louse was in session.

On January 31 at Dacca Airport he said that the talks had been
useful, and he was not unhopeful of corapromise. He reiterated
that the dialoguc between the Jeiiders should continue during the
Assembly scssion, and referred to the parliamentary committee
system as an established practice. It is, I think, mislecading to
infer from these remarks, as docs M, B. Naqvi4, that the fate of
the talks was sealed in advance because of earlier acrimonious
exchanges. The Awami League did not take Bhutto's public
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'posturcs that sciicusly. When, thercfore, on Cobtaaty 15,
. following a mecting with Yahya thrce days before, Bhutto
announced his Loycott of the Assembly, the move was sceu by
the Awami League as bearing no relation to their carlier talks,
but as part of a conspiracy with cither Yahva or some of his
rererals to frustrate the demesratic process.,

It wus known that at lcast two geneals, Major-General Umer,
Chairman of the National Sccurity Covncil, and Major-C encra!
Akbar, Chief of Inter-Services Intellizence, had serious nais-
givings about a return to derascraiic precessss, particulerly if
Lengalis were to bz in the ascar ant, Wiether Yahya ov hus aide
Peerzada wvas ircre 'y the other side of & plaarad duet, o was put
under presurs o tine up with the “hawks™, is otill being debated
Umer and Akbar nad pinyed a ceaspicuously partisan role,
aleng wita Mr. Rizvi, Clief of Central Intelligence, and Nawal
Qizalbush, a Punjaii minister in Yahya's cabinet, in support of
Qayyum iThan's Mushing Lzague, Onee thein obiective of blocking
both Muiib and Phutio was foilcd by tas eieciion results—which
had beeis wrongly icrecast by Akbar’s serviees to the very 2nd—
they switched support to Bhutte as West Pakistan’s rallvine poin
agains. Mujib, Concrete cvidence of their partisan role wivs 5ro-
vided by Ghaus i Bizeajo, w mamber of the inatic: 3!
Assembly from Baluchistan, Wali Khan, MNA from the rlorih
West Frorticr Proviace aad peesident of the Maiione! Awam!
Party, Mizn AMomiez Dauliasa, MNA from Punjab and presidernt
ol council, Muslim League, and Sardar Shavkat Hayat, MINA
from Puanjab 2ad peesident of ihe counci' of the Punjab hiusiim
Leaoue; they all seportad visitations from Umcer asking them to
support Laulio'’s boyeoti of the Assembly. One of them said that
Unier clvmed 10 be acting in the name of President Yahya, who
wanted a joint West Pakistani front aoainst Mujib if in Lot t!
boycott was 1o serve any purpese,

Itis as yet vnclear v hat ob:jactive was served by the boycott. Some
suggest that the idea was to buy time to rally West Pakistaai
suppert behind Rhuatio. In his round of talks with the Patihans
Wali Khan ciaims (¢ have told Bliutto that his party at !cust would
back Mujib in the Assciubly, and it is likely that a similar
message was getting threugh to Bhutto from his other contacts
with west wing leaders, A two-thirds majority for Mujib's
constitutional draft was coming to scem more and more iikely
_as anti-PPP parties bargained their support for a share in a coali-
tion at the centre. The possibility of being excluded from central
_power threatened to split Bhutto’s own party, where a group of
opportunistic landlords from Sind who had been taking a ride
on his bandwagon said they would break ranks if power was



denied them. When Bhutto referred to the Assembly a
“slaughtcrhouse” he may well have articulated the fear of
generals who saw that if Yahya should be confronted wit
constitution commanding cnough support in the west to give it y ‘2>
two-thirds majority it would be difficult to usc his veto under thes\ <@

LFO. For this reason time was needed to consolidate a joint \t,/
front in the west behind Bhutto, who had now emerged as the

spokesman of West Pakistani intcrests against Mujib.

L/,

But such a confrontation could only scrve the purposc of frustrat-
ing the rcturn to democracy, unless Mujib modified his Six
Points. This was difficult, nct only because Mujib had fought his
entire campaign on this single issue, but also because neither
Yzhya nor Bhutte had as yet comz up with a coherent and viable
altecnative. Had there been soms intention to seek concessions
from M4jib the discussions could have been used as a basis for
serious bargaining with all cards on the table. Instcad Bhutto
ves cncouraged to nrovoke a putlic crisis which no Bengali
leader could conceivably countenance without seriously com-
promising his position in the east wing. This implics that the
very idea of a return to democracy had become repuznant to the
hawks, that on February 15 Bhutto was mzrely taking the first
step on the path which ended in the holecaust of March 25, and
that evervthing in between was an elaborate charade.

“Yahya's decision on March 1 to save Bhutto's crumbling position

in the west by postporing the Assembly session sine die brought
to the surface the fear that had lain dormant in Bengal since the
successful completion of the ciections that the gencrals never
really inteaded to transfer power. To postpone the Assembly
was to postpone the prospect of Bengal's assuming the share of
power in the polity which they believed their 55 per cent share of
population ought to give them. For people who felt that they had
been denied their rightful role for 23 years tlicough a series of
plots and coaspiracics hatchced in the west, this was the last
straw. The public upsurge of support for Mujib's call for non-
cooperation had 23 years of accumulated cinotion behind i,
which explains its unprecedented dimensions. When the police
and civil servants joined the judges in pledging supporct for Mujib
a de facro wransfer of power had taken place inside Bangla Desh,
and it had happened within a week of Yahya's decision.

‘During the next threc weeks Mujib's house became in effect the
sccretariat of. Bangla Desh as Bengali sccretarics, today still
serving in Islamabad or Dacca, voluntarily offered their services
to Mujib. Faced with such a vacuum, the Awami League was
forced by events to move from non-cooperation to a selective
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exercise of administrative authority in order to prevent social
anarchy and a breakdown of the ecconomy.® In this phase police
officers subordinated themselves to Awami League volunteers.
District commissioners cooperated with Awami League sangram
parishads (resistance committces) to administer the province.
Business men queued up to pledge their support to Mujib and
seck solutions to their diverse problems. That this was not an
urbun phenomenon became plain when villagers cut the roads to
the cantonment @nd besciged trucks attempting to ferry provisions
to the Punjabi jawans. To any observer it was cvident that short
-of a full-scale war of reconquest Yahya’s writ could ncver run
‘aguin within Bangla Desh. The widespread and indiscriminate
.Kkillings by the army today reflect the experience of these 25 days,
‘wien it became evident that every Bengali was a potential enemy
and that the loyalty of all traditional instruments of Islamabad’s
_rulc was suspect.

“Tne force of public reaction appears to have taken Mujib as much
“as Yahya by suprise. Mujib realised that a mere return to the
.pre-March 1 position asking for the Asscinbly to be convened
-wouid be vut of touch with the current mood. His demand for
an cnd to Martial Law and a transfer of power to the people in
‘the province merely gave expression to the reality on the ground.
After two days of incilective attempts to preserve Yahya's
authority the army bad been withdrawn to barracks by
Licutenunt-General Yakab, the Corps Commander and supreme
‘authority in the provinee since March 1. Admiral Ahsan, the
‘former governor, had asked to be relieved following the rejection
of his plea against postponement of the Assembly session.

Yakub, whe wias no dove himself, had some kind of historical
nerspective; 2 scholar among generals, he had in three months
mastered cnough Bengali to discuss the writings of Bankim
Chandra in the language. He saw that repression would not work.
tis reports were unheeded and he was replaced by Licutenant-
General Tikka Khan, whose reputation as a man of action dated
from his command of the Sialkot front in the 1965 war and during
the Rann of Kutch operations. A “ranker”, he had also becen
involved in the paciiication of a Baluch tribal uprising during
Ayub’s days, and his appointment was scen as evidence of the
triumiph of the hard line. Yakub is since reported to have resigned
his commission in protest, and the army is faced with the em-
barrassment of deciding whether (o court martial one of its most
distinguished gencerals,

Yakub's replacement was backed up by a continuous inflow of
reinforcements for the garrisons. Yahya in a spécch on March 6



had given further provocation by blaming Mujib for the crisis
and not cven alluding to Bhutto. His offer to reconvene thc
"Asscmbly on March 25 was scen as belated and inadequate and
as having been put in a context in which it was rendered virtually
irrelevant. For this reason it was believed by many that Mujib
would usc his public meeting of March 7 to proclaim indepen-
dence, since Yahya had shown no willingness to come to tcrms
with the consequences of his earlier decision. The army itsclf was
put on full alert to go into action on March 7 in the event of such
a dcclaration.

Mujib realised that any such proclamation would invoke massive
carnage on Bengalis, and was reluctant to assume such a
responsibility. His decision to persevere with non-cooperation
while Icaving the door open for a negotiated scttlement within
Pakistan was a compromisc bctween the counter-pressurcs of
.the street and the army. There is no doubt that between March 1
and 7 lic was under intense pressure to proclaim independence,
and this became greater still after Yahya's broadcast on March 6.
-But by the afternoon of March 7 he had successfully contained
these pressures and commiitted his party to negotiations within
the framework of Pakistan. Subsequent suguestions that he lost
control to extremist clements in his party bear no relation to the
facts, and overlook the point that the crucial issue had been
resolved before March 7, after which Mujib’s authority on all
substantive issues was unchallenged within the party. When, for
instance, student leaders decided unilaterally to impose a
customs check on West Pakistanis leaving Dacca it took Mujib
preciscly four hours to get this withdrawn. It was largely the
unchallenged nature of his authority which enabled him to use
his voluntcers to preserve law and order throughout the province
during this period. Given the charged atmosphere, this was no
“mean achicvement, It can be confirmed by a host of foreign
journalists who had congregated in Dacca hoping to witness a
major convulsion.

Denicd the provocation of a UDI, or even the breakdown of law
and order, Yahya scems to have opted for ncgotiations. He
arrived in Dicca on March 15 with Generals Peerzada and Umer
in his cntourage. It has since becn learnt that several other
-members of the junta had arrived less conspicuously and were
‘staying out of sight in the cantonment.

Yahya began talks with Mujib within a day of his arrival.
Mujib had tabled his four demands, which were:

1 Withdrawal of Martial Law.

2 Transfer of power to the elected representatives.
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3 Withdrawal of troops to the cantonment and cessation of
reinforcements.

4 An inquiry into army firing on March 2 and 3.

Yahya conceded 4. The remaining three merely demanded

judicial recognition of the de facto situation in Bangla Desh. The

troops were in barracks, power was with the clected representa-

tives, and Martial Law ordcrs were not being enforced.

Yahya in fact conceded all demands in principle at an early stage.
‘It was the knowledge of Yahya's concession which provoked
- Mr. Bhutto to demand a separate transfer of power in East and
West Pakistan; and in so doing he articulated the concept of two
nations by denying Mujib the right to speak for Pakistan, As the
dominant force ia the west he insisted on a paramount position
_in that region. This was strongly opposed by tlic Pathans and
Baluchis, who argued that since West Pakistan had ccased to
exist as cne unit Bhutto could speak only for Punjab and Sind.

Faced with these contrary demands, Mujib was confronted by
the prospect of coalition at the centre. While a coalition was
acceptable to him in principle he was not willing to concede
parity where his party held 167 seats to the PPP's 87. Dzadlock
was avoided by consensus on the idea that power be transferred
in the provinces to the majority party, with Yahya, in the interim
phase, staying on in the centre. There was soma2 uggestlon that
the parties nominate advisers to assist Yahya.

On the question of lifting Martial Law, Justice Coraelius, who -
had been called in to advise on the lepal aspects, first raised the
suggestion that Martial Law must remain as the legal cover for
the agreement or there would be a censtitutional vacuum. This
was scen by Mujib as mere legalism, and he pointed cut to
Cornclius that since Yahya and he had come to a prior political
decision to withdraw Martial Law it was not for Cornelius to
impose legal obstacles, but to provide the legal mechanism to
give cffect to the political decision. The cscape clause was in fact
provided by Mr. A. K. Drolie, Pakistan’s leading lawyer, who had
invited himself to Dacca and produced his own ex gratia solution
to the problem after, presumably, discus-ing it with both parties.
He suggested use of the precedent of the Indian Independence
Act under which power was transferred by the Crown to the two
sovereign states of India and Pakistan by an Act of Proclamation.
This proclamation provided legal cover to all legislative acts until
each state had framed its own constitution. Brolic argued that
in the same way, Yahya could transfer power by proclamation
and this would provide the cover till the Constituent Assembly
had framed a constitution.




This point was accepted by Yahya and Ceiatlins, aud it dis-
appcared from the dialogues at an carly stage. Sincs then it has
cmerged that Daultana, of the Muslim League, aad Mahmud

‘Ali Qasuri, of the Peopic's Party, azain raiscd the question of 2

legal vacuum and suggested that the Assembly would have o

anecet to give legal effect to the proclamaation and assun.c

sovereignty from NMartial Law. 'When Daultana posed this to
DMuojib it was dismissed first becausce the issue had already beer

resolved and sscondly because any mhove to put the proclamation
to e Assembiy would merely prolen: Martial Law. At o time
when tension was mounting dailv the tine taken (o assemolz

niembers and then debale lh‘. proclamation was s2en as more thar
the natic:, could at that stage bear,

it iz tns surprisine that Yahya used the issue of the fegal cover
as the final evidence of the rmala fide nature of Vunb‘s .nl”v-uo“ R
sinee his own team had alrcady settled this matter and passce
on o more substendive issues, The matier was obviously 1 me.te
piece of formalisin, of relevance only to [awyers, and it was atsurd
te ruggest that nations might break merely bacouze of difivrenc:s
ove: a legal technicoii- g,

blujic s terms applica ealy to the interim phase betwesn the
lifting of Maitial Law and the passing of the new constitutic .
by the Assembly. It wis uot certain how long this phase wouli
iast, but there was no question but that the long-term basis for
naticnhood must be decided by parliament, who would assu.e
sovercignty through the instrumeats previded by the constitution.
Z.t et staze it was gencrally agreed by boti partics that the Six
Poirts would aticast nave (o provide the basis for this documen®.

Yeoye had argeed that while the Six Points had been worked out
for d«..muu, Bergal's relation to the centre, its applicaiion to the
west wing provinces would create more difficuitics. This had
always been conceded by the Awami Ieagus, whose Six Points
were based on the existence, because of the peculiarities of iz
country's geography, of two cconomics within one polity. Yahya's
demand for a separate deal for the west was readily conceded by
Mujib, since he himseif had no power base of his own to d=fend,
haxving failed to win a single seat there.

Yahya suggested that West Pakistan might nced more time to
work out inter-provincial relations in the west in a post-One Unit
region, since no work had been done on this by any of the partics
there. He suggested separate sessions of the Assembly for either
wing so that this task in the west could be done without any inter-
ference by the east wing. The whole proposal was desigaed to
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A ,’mccommo' ate Bhutto, who was obsessed by the fear that Mujib

wo-,;ld enfpr into collusion with the smaller parties and regions

ifireased Lonsldcmbly followmg Bhutto’s boycott dccxsxon, and

as a result, when Yahya initiated his military operations, Mujib
.found himself fricndless in the west. To suggest that the idea of
«two assemblics was basically Mujib’s was to do violence to
logic, since the Awami League not only had a clear majority of
,its own, but by then could command more than two-thirds of the
‘votes in the house behind any position it chose to take.

Once the format for the political and legal basis for the transfer
of power had been determined there remained the more substan-
tive question of the distribution of powers between the province
‘and the centre in the interim phase. It was agreed by both parties
‘as a yuiding principle that the basis should not deviate too much
from the final version of the constitution which was expected to
be bascd on the Six Points, Since economics was the key issue
‘here, M. M. Ahmed, Chief Economic Adviser to the President,
was brought in.

iThc Awami League team again argued that at lcast the de facto
situztion must be recognised. By then export earnings and revenue
collections were being paid to a Bangla Desh account. M. M.
.Ahmed found no diflicully in conceding that these powers be
Tormalised. He also conceded to the province the right to make
its own trade policy and to have its own reserve bank to deterimine

wneliry policy for the region. As an amendment, delivered to

*the Awami League team at their last meeting on March 23, he _

propmcd
l that since it would tuke time for the charters and the new
rescrve banks to emerge, the State Bank at Dacca assume this
rolc for Bangla Desh; in casc of conflict in regional monctary
policics the State Bank of Pakistan would have powers to
intervenc;
2 that for financing the centre in revenue and foreign exchange
existing arrangements continuc;
3 that for forcign aid a joint delegation go to the consortium; it
" could by agreement be dominated by Bengalis and could be
divided on a prearrunged formula; once aid had been pledged
at the consortium the provinces could ncgotiate mdmdual
agreements on their own, -

, These represent the sense of his proposals. His amendments were
worded loosely, and in discussing them the Awami League
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adyvisers tightened up the wording to lend them clarity; otherwise
'his amendments were accepted. There was nothing to preveat the
.formulation of a joint draft of the proclamation for transferring
_power any time from March 25 onwards.

‘It is worth noting that in the interim phasc all inter-provincial
‘matters for the west wing were to rest with the centre, as had been
‘provided for once the One Unit had been dissolved. This as well
as other proposals were intended only for the interim phase. Once
the west vorked out their problems in separate sittings, the two
houses would come together for a joint session to frame the
constitution,

.Ilis evident then that there was no breakdown in the negotiations,

and in fact agreement on all substantive points had been reached.
M. M. Ahmed claims that this was his view and that accordingly
he left for Karachi on March 25. The Awami League now sees
his departure as cvidence that the army were at that point bent
on action, since Ahmcd was a key negotiator who should at
Icast have stayed to see the response to his own proposals.

In fact the sessions of March 23 were the last to be held, and all
cails to Pcerzada for the holding of the final session went un-
answercd. Yahya had still not put any firm proposal of his own
on thc table, or even stated what his final terms were for a
settlement, As always the debate took place on the Awami League

-draft of the interim corstitution, and they were as before left

with their cards cxposed while the world remained ignorant of

‘the real intentions of the President and his junta.

Bhutto had arrived in Dacca with his own team, and was having
scparate sessions with the President’s team. This was because
the Awami League felt that any substantive settlement lay in
Yahya's hands, and Bhutto's role, to judge by past experience,
was derivative. Since the President had so ably carried Bhutto's
brief no fear was felt that Bhutto would in fact oppose the settle-
ment.

As it happened, while the two teams were in session in President’s
Housc, Dacca, Yahya himself was in the Dacca cantonment
talking to his generals. During this time the army had escalated
the situation in Chittagong by suddenly deciding to unload a
munitions ship which had been immobilised for 17 days by the
non-coopcration movement,

At 11 p.m. on March 25 troop movements into Dacca began.
Yahya had flown off to Karachi a few hours earlier. Negotiations
» ”m‘ ? .8
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"ignored.
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‘had bLeen overtaken by war. Only this time they had not broken

down. An agreed settlement, which even at that date might have
kept Pakistan togcthcr, was ava:lablc tc the generals, and was

1 See Dawn, March 27, 1971.

|
See Dawn, May 7, 1971.

(8]
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See speech by Sir Frederic Bennett, Hansard, May 14, 1971.

4 See Nagvi, M. B., “West Pakistan's Struggle for Power”,
South Asian Review, Volume 4, Number 3, April, 1971.

5 See Forum, March 13 and 20, 1971, for an account of this
process.

Relmun Sobhan, one of Sheile Mujib's principal advisers, was
in East Pakistan until early April. He was a reader in cconomics
at the University of Dacea, and a member of the government’s
panel of economists on the Fourth Five-Year Plan. He advised
Sheik Mujib on constitutional and cconomic policy. He vias also
the Editor of Forum,
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