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The material in this pamphlet is confined exclusively to extracts from reports and comments
appearing in foreign countries.
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THEY WENT TO VOTE I =

PAKISD
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Pakistan went to the polls twice last
month to elect its National and Provin-
cial Assemblies.

MRS v
Assoclated Press

BENOGALI REFUGEES crossing sl{allow of the Ganges River to escape Pakistan Government forces near Goaludogath.
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East Bengal

Source: National Observer
April 5, 1971
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Sheik Mujibur Rahman

East Bengal

Area: (Sq. miles) 55,127

Population: (in million) 72

Language: Bengali

Economy: Primarily agrarian

Historical: Part of British Indic till August
1947,
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SPECIAL ISSUE

PAKISTAN

"...The Armed Forces, located in East Pak-
istan have been subjected to taunts and in-
sults of all kinds. I wish to compliment them
on the tremendous restraint they have

shown....I AM PROUD OF THEM".

President Yahya Khan

in a broadcaston
March 26, 1971

“...Some (West Pakistani) soldiers called
a kid over and hit him around the head and
in the groin and then forced him to his knees.
The kid was crying and begging, and the
soldiers just watched him for a minute.
FINALLY THEY JUST SHOT HIM OUT OF
HAND AND WALKED ON".

Fritz Blankenship, a crane
operator employed by an
American company in East Bengal
told NEWSWEEK, April 19,1971
after his evacuation by air.




Tragic History of Events

FROM
MARTIAL LAW
10

MARTIAL LAW

March, 1969: After months of political un-
rest, General Yahya Khan takes power from
General Ayub Khan and declares martial
law.

November, 1969: General Yahya Khan an-
nounces elections to the National Assembly

for October, 1970.

September, 1970: General Yahya Khan post-
pones election to the Assembly until Decem-
ber, 1970.

December, 1970: Pakistan's first national
general elections are held. Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman’s Awami League wins absolute
majority in National Assembly that is sup-
posed to write new constitution.

Mr. Mujibur Rahman demands that the con-
stitution be based on his party’'s six-point
programme:

1. Establishment of a federation “on the
basis of the Lahore Resolution and the
parliamentary framework of govern-
ment with supremacy of legislature di-
rectly elected on the basis of adult fran-
chise”.

2. Federal government shall deal with only
two subjects; that is defense and foreign
affairs and all other residuary subjects
should rest in the federating states,

3. There should be either two separate but
freely convertible currencies for the two
wings or one currency for the whole
country, provided that effective consti-
tutional provisions were made to stop the
flight of capital from East to West Pakis-
tan. There should be separate banking

reserves and a separate fiscal and mone-
tary policy for East Pakistan.

4. It denies the centre the right of taxation
and vests it in the hands of the federat-
ing states with the centre receiving a
fixed share.

5. Foreign trade: Five steps

a. There shall be two separate accounts for
foreign exchange earnings.

b. Earnings of East Pakistan shall be under
the control of East Pakistan and the same
for West Pakistan.

c. Foreign exchange requirements of the
tederal government shall be met by the

two wings either equally or in a ratio to
be fixed.

d. Indigenous products shall move free of
duty within the wings.

e. The constitution shall empower the unit
governments to establish trade and com-
mercial relations with, set up trade mis-
sions in, and enter into agreements with
foreign countries.

6. Setting up a militia or para-military force
by East Pakistan.

February, 1971: General Yahya Khan fixes
March 3 for the Assembly.

March 1, 1971: General Yahya Khan post-
pones the Assembly.

March 6, 1971: General Yahya Khan re-
schedules the Assembly for March 25.

March 22, 1971: General Yahya Khan post-
pones the Assembly for the third time.

March 26, 1971: General Yahya Khan an-
nounces new Martial Law measures:

Bans all political activity;

Imposes complete Press censorship;
Closes all educational institutions;
Terminates all bank transactions and
orders accounts frozen:

ORDERS ARMY TO MOVE AGAINST
UNARMED EAST BENGALIS.




Economic and Political
Domination of East Bengal
. .« the Political Balance Sheet

After the military regime of Ayub Khan took
power in 1958, the East has had little politi-
cal representation in the Centre. Under-
representation of Bengalis in the army was
severe, believed to be 10% or less. Ayub
Khan, against whom the Bengalis had
voted heavily in 1965, was forced to resign
because of widespread unrest in both East
and West, culminating in demonstrations
and strikes in 1969. Since taking power in
the Spring of 1969, Yahya Khan's martial
law regime has always spoken of itself as
an interim government to be replaced after
popular elections. In the economic and
social spheres, the army made no innova-
tions. However, the military did take one
positive step: they held free and fair elec-
tions in December of 1970, both for a Constit-
uent Assembly and for Provincial Assem-
blies.

These elections were based on "“one man,
one vote;" this meant that in the Constituent
Assembly the East was allotted roughly 55
percent of the seats. Two parties dominated
the elections. In the East, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman's party, the Awami League, won
167 out of 169 seats for the Constituent As-
:sembly; in the West, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto's
party won approximately 80 out of 140 seats.
The Awami League actually had sufficient
seats to be a majority in the Constituent As-
sembly.

The Awami League ran on a single issue,
arutonomy for East Pakistan. Until the shoot-
img began on March 25, they did not seek
imdependence but a loose union with the
West. While on paper they had the votes to
diominate a strong central government they
prresumably felt they could not, in fact,
dominate, given that the military, the civil
service, and the large businesses were all in
the hands of West Pakistanis. Therefore,
they opted for a form of government which
would give them control over what they

omsidered their essential interests. The
gsttablished interest groups in the West, par-

ticularly the military whose budget was
threatened and large businesses who stood
both to lose markets and the foreign ex-
change earnings of the East, opposed au-
tonomy for the East.

When it was clear that the East would not
compromise on its demand for autonomy,
President Yahya Khan postponed the Con-
stituent Assembly scheduled for March 3,
resulting in demonstrations in which hun-
dreds of people died in army firing on
March 1. Despite this provocation, Sheikh
Mujib kept the door for negotiations open.
General Yahya Khan appeared to respond
by holding talks for two weeks with the
Awami League leadership. In retrospect
this appears to have been a ploy to buy time
for reinforcing the West Pakistani armed
forces in the East. On March 25, the military
authority outlawed the Awami League, ar-
rested its leaders, and opened fire with
tanks, artillery, and automatic weapons
(much of its supplied by the U.S.) on the de-
fenseless and unarmed civilians.

Invasion by the Military

The military's approach appears to be to in-
timidate the urban population through a
reign of terror. Killing and destruction ap-
parently have been indiscriminate. Reports
on the number killed in the first three days
ranged from 15,000 up.

In the short run the army can intimidate the
people of the major cities. But it cannot even
now control any substantial part of the
countryside. In the long run the military
position is untenable. In a hostile environ-
ment and given the logistical problems,
maintaining even the 60,000 West Pakistani
troops now in the East, will be difficult. More-
over, the military cannot possibly guard the
borders or prevent the Bengalis from acquir-
ing arms with which to resist.

The Bengalis have now declared them-
selves independent and have the will to
fight. In the end, they will win; the only
question is time, how many deaths, and how
much destruction must take place before
they achieve their independence.






